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The rare Charitable Research Reserve is 

a 900+ acre nature reserve located in 

Cambridge Ontario. Proudly founded on 

the principles of Conservation, Research, 

and Education, rare’s mission is to 

preserve its lands intact and in perpetuity. 

Every year, rare takes on new ecological 

restoration initiatives in order to enhance 

and rehabilitate the unique native habitats 

of this urban land trust. Together with 

volunteer and community support, the rare 

Charitable Research Reserve is happy to 

provide meaningful opportunities for 

environmental education and stewardship 

through volunteer restoration activities.  
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If you are interested in taking part 

in the exciting restoration projects 

at rare  please register on the 

rare events calendar.  

For more information please 

contact: 

Alissa Fraser 

alissa.fraser@raresites.org 

519-650-9336 x114 

See reverse for details 

http://raresites.org/events-calendar/


Cliffs and Alvars Invasive Species Management 

The Cliffs and Alvars Forest is the largest on the reserve 

and hosts the majority of rare’s 8 kms of trail. Some of 

the forest habitat in the Cliffs and Alvars has become 

fragmented with unauthorised trails, which can bring in 

invasive species such as Greater Celandine, Garlic 

Mustard and Mossy Stonecrop which can outcompete 

the native vegetation.  

Volunteer days will focus on removing these invasive 

species to promote the reestablishment of a native 

community. Identification of invasive and native species 

will be provided on site. This is a great opportunity for 

those looking to gain experience in ecological restoration. 

Preston Flats is a floodplain habitat situated at the 

confluence of the Grand and Speed Rivers. The area is 

currently a mix of agriculture and naturalised meadow  

and is facing considerable pressure from riparian 

invasive species.  

As a follow-up to the invasive species management that 

started in 2015, volunteer days in Preston Flats will 

focus on removing invasive species along the shores of 

the Grand River. 

Identification of invasive species training will be 

provided on site as well as instruction on proper 

removal techniques. This is a great opportunity for 

those looking to gain in field experience with ecological 

restoration and become more familiar with flora of 

southern Ontario.  

Preston Flats Invasive Species Management 

 

Dates:  

Wednesday, June 21 

Thursday, June 29 

 

Each volunteer day will  have a 

morning and an afternoon ses-

sion. Sign up for one or both on 

the rare events calendar. 

Dates: 

Friday, July 7 
Wednesday, July 12 

Thursday July 20 

 

Each volunteer day will  

have a morning and an after-

noon session. Sign up for 

one or both on the rare 

events calendar.  

Phragmites Spading in Blair Flats and Surrounding Areas 

Blair Flats is a native tallgrass prairie; a rare habitat 

within Ontario, Once covering almost 100,000 hectares 

across southern Ontario, tallgrass prairie is a 

disappearing natural habitat with less than 5% 

remaining. These prairies are highly valued because 

they provide enormous diversity and ecosystem 

stability to the landscape but they are under increasing 

pressure from invasive species and other threats.  

Volunteer days will focus on removing invasive 

Phragmites by spading the underground biomass and 

experimenting with other control methods. 

Identification and removal techniques will be provided 

on site. This is a great opportunity for those looking to 

gain in field experience with ecological restoration and 

become more familiar with flora of southern Ontario.  

Dates: 

Friday, July 28 

Wednesday, August 2 

Thursday, August 18 

Friday, August 23 

Wednesday, August 31 

Thursday, September 8 

Friday, September 13 

Wednesday, September 21 

 

Each volunteer day will  have a morning 

and an afternoon session. Sign up for 

one or both on the rare events calendar.  
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