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OUR MISSION

Through the combined efforts of the community, rare’s team of staff and 
advisors and local Indigenous Peoples we will discover the most inclusive 
practices and answers to environmental issues, stewarding the reserve’s 
diverse network of natural landscapes for ecological integrity and future 
generations. 

OUR VISION

To offer the community, including local Indigenous Peoples, the international 
community and future generations, a diverse network of connected 
natural areas, protected intact in perpetuity. As an international leader in 
conservation, research, restoration and education, rare will serve as a model 
system that not only demonstrates the link between ecological integrity 
and economic sustainability but includes meaningful reconciliation with 
Indigenous Peoples, both of which are critical for the enhancement and 
quality of life of the planet. 

Dragonfly. Photo by A. Zeberek

OUR VALUES

• Conserving biodiversity
• Strengthening science 
• Embracing Indigenous Knowledge
• Building diverse communities
• Training the next generation of land stewards
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REPORTING ON OUR GOALS
In Conservation & Connectivity; Strategy & Plans: 2015-2019, based on sessions held 
with community members, researchers, educators, practitioners and others who 
contribute to our work, we described our goals for the years ahead.

You can read the full version of Conservation & Connectivity; Strategy and Plans: 
2015-2019 online at raresites.org under About Us. Please read on to learn about our 
progress toward these goals in the 2018-2019 fiscal year 
(September 1, 2018 to August 31, 2019). Dragonfly. Photo by A. Zeberek

Dear rare Supporters,
Like every year, it is with great pleasure that I share with you rare’s accomplishments in our efforts to build a community 
of concern around conservation in Waterloo Region/Guelph/Wellington. As I write this from my home office, the world has 
turned into a different place than it was only a few weeks ago. The arrival of the novel coronavirus which has now reached 
every community around the world has shown us all how quickly our daily lives can change. Now more than ever do we 
understand how little we can take for granted. I am thankful that we have been able to build an organization where our work 
can continue even in times of crisis, albeit under modified work conditions. I am also grateful for the dedicated supporters 
and donors like you that make our work possible. It is now everyone’s job to keep each other safe and healthy, both physically 
and emotionally, as we weather what may be one of the most unprecedented and challenging crises most people have seen 
during their lifetimes. 

It is with great hope that I am looking back on what rare has accomplished in the past year with your help. Not only did 
we make significant strides in fulfilling our role as an environmental institute and land trust, but we did so with a focus on 
community needs and with the support of so many invaluable volunteers, advisors and donors. Last year, many milestones 
were reached that only a few years ago seemed like far away hopes and dreams: We purchased our first property in 
Wellington county, adding an additional 87 acres to rare. We started an endowment fund for both land stewardship and the 
Every Child Outdoors education program. We started a fulsome land securement strategy for Waterloo Region/Wellington in 
collaboration with many community members and other environmental organizations. But most importantly over almost two 
decades, you have built the framework that now enables us to continue our work even in the face of great uncertainty and 
adversity. 

True to our organizational culture of support, as our offices and facilities are currently closed for business, all our staff have 
been enabled to continue to work from home or complete critical work on the land in isolation under modified conditions. 
This includes ecological monitoring, research and growing food for the community gardens at Springbank Farm. We continue 
to raise funds to increase the endowment and complete our next property purchase, which would see an additional 58 acres 
of prime conservation land added to the Eramosa River Conservation Corridor. All this comes at a great cost, financially and 
socially, but we believe this investment is critical for rare’s mission to continue. We firmly believe that this work remains key 
to  keeping our community healthy and thriving into the future and for making sure that our commitment is a promise kept: 
That we must protect the land intact, in perpetuity — for future generations to enjoy. We can do this, together, and we will 
get through this. Please help us to navigate this difficult time by continuing your support, which remains as critical as ever. 

It is now up to all of us to keep our elders and our most vulnerable community members safe. While we stay home, we can 
ponder the teachings that Indigenous Knowledge Keepers and researchers have shared with us for many years: keeping the 
land safe and intact is how we heal and stay healthy. By preventing the destruction and loss of habitat we keep animals and 
plants in their homes — and unwanted disease and misery out of ours. I hope that in a few months, we can look back at this 
crisis in relief but retain the humility and gratitude gained. With it comes the insight for many of us that we need to act now 
to fight the next horsemen of the apocalypse that are at our door: Climate collapse and habitat loss are already global disasters 
we need to tackle. COVID-19 has made the world stand still, but it has also made it stand together for a common cause: the 
health of our communities. Let’s keep on fighting for healthy soils, clean water and fresh air to breathe! 

With gratitude,

Dr. Stephanie Sobek-Swant

Executive Director
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CONSERVATION
At rare, “conservation” is defined by our intention to be caretakers of the land and all the relationships within, 
including the biodiversity native to it. Conservation in this context is very different from “fortress conservation,” 
which is based on the belief that biodiversity protection is best achieved by creating protected areas where 
ecosystems can function in isolation from human interference. However, humans have the potential and ability 
to enhance the environment when it is cared for and treated in reciprocity — which is the goal of conservation at 
rare — and something we encourage everyone to see as an inherent responsibility.

Many local residents are now familiar 
with rare’s Turtle Rescue Project, which 
launched in 2017 to help mitigate turtle 
decline in Waterloo Region/Wellington. 
All eight species in Ontario are at risk. 
Turtles require a long, warm season to 
successfully reproduce. Southwestern 
Ontario has the largest diversity and 
highest concentrations of reptiles and 
amphibians in all of Canada — but also 
contains the highest concentration of 
people, largest network of roads and 
the most extensive land manipulation. 
Road mortality takes a large toll on the 
adult population, resulting in significant 
declines to species since turtles are 
long-lived animals that can take decades 
to replace itself in the wild. To help 
offset the losses, our dedicated staff 
technicians spend most of the month of 
June collecting vulnerable turtle nests 
from roadsides, parks, driveways, trails, 

and even ball diamonds. The eggs are 
incubated until August and then the 
hatchlings are released into a suitable 
habitat close to where they were laid. 
Thanks to a generous donation from 
the Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society, 
rare was able to purchase a second 
incubator this season, allowing us to 
double our capacity! 

In the summer of 2019, our 
conservation team successfully 
released 1,839 turtle hatchlings, which 
garnered a lot of media attention 
including a short segment on CTV. 
To watch the video, visit kitchener.
ctvnews.ca. The season culminated 
with a community hatchling release 
event at York Road Park in Guelph. 
Over a hundred Guelph residents 
participated, keen to see the baby 
turtles their concerned calls had helped 

save return to their neighbourhood 
habitat. If you are interested in 
volunteering with the turtle project, 
contact Sarah Marshall, rare’s 
Conservation Technician at 
Sarah.Marshall@raresites.org.

CLOSE TO 2,000 TURTLES SAVED IN 2019

Community turtle hatchling release in Guelph. Photo courtesy of Musagetes
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HOW LOCAL NATURE CLUBS HELPED TO PROTECT CONSERVATION LAND, 
FOREVER

The acquisition of the first raresites 
property in Wellington County was a 
milestone for the local conservation 
movement, and also a great example on 
how the community worked together to 
accomplish the protection of 87 acres of 
highly ecological significant land along 
the Eramosa River. It would not have 
been possible without the contributions 
of donors both large and small, including 
the local Nature Clubs who rallied for 
support among their memberships. 
Nature Guelph supported the raresites 
vision by contributing from the club’s 
Land Acquisition and Conservation 
Fund, and through club members’ 
grassroots fundraising efforts. The club 
also encouraged donations from other 
environmentally-minded groups, such as 
Pollination Guelph and Nature Guelph’s 
Wildflower Society. In total, Nature 
Guelph raised over $31,000 toward the 
purchase and stewardship of Eramosa 
Corridor Property One near Rockwood 

— rare’s first step toward creating a 
network of connected and protected 
lands in Canada’s most biodiverse 
region.  The Wildflower Society raised 
funds through a plant sale, and the Club 
matched individual donations from 
members. Waterloo Region Nature also 
made a gift of $5,000. Both Clubs also 
contribute expertise, with designated 
members sitting on the raresites Land 
Securement Team which is tasked to 
identify and manage land securement 
projects.

We salute the conservation ethic of 
Nature Guelph and Waterloo Region 
Nature, and thank them for their 
enthusiasm and generosity! We look 
forward to partnering with both clubs 
on stewardship of the properties that 
will come under the rare umbrella 
as rare’s land securement strategy is 
implemented across Waterloo Region/ 
Wellington.

The Eramosa River Valley has many areas 
of intact habitat from the headwaters to 
Guelph, where it meets the Speed River 
— a priority for conservation. Protecting 
the river and its adjacent uplands and 
forests forever unleashes potential for 
youth programs and partnerships in 
conservation, ensuring the health of the 
lands that are so vital to the health of 
thousands of species, including our own, 
and that of future generations.

In 2019 the Eramosa River Conservation 
Corridor opened with a Bioblitz and 
community event, celebrating the Eramosa 
Corridor Property One, the first raresites 
property outside of Blair. There are more 
properties to come! We are planning to close 
on our second purchase near Eden Mills in 
2020 and are also working on donations of 
land or conservation easements on several 
additional properties totalling more than 
400 acres. 

The raresites initiative continues to 
protect remaining high quality lands in 
Waterloo Region/Wellington and benefits 
biodiversity, ecosystem services and green 
infrastructure. 

We look forward to protecting many 
more properties that contribute to a 
network of protected lands, including 
woodlands, wetlands, and floodplains. As 
always, community input, assistance, and 
volunteerism is welcome in helping rare 
meet our conservation goals in 2019-2020 
and into the future. Be sure to follow rare on 
social media to get updates on the growing 
reserve! 

Being involved with the Food Bank Garden at rare has been an incredible 
experience. I was able to see the direct impact of our work in the garden — 
getting the freshest and healthiest food on the planet to people who may not 
otherwise have access to it. I was also part of two educational workshops at the 
Food Bank as part of this program where we provided people with hands-on 
examples of how to use and store the items grown in the garden. So not only 
were people provided with food, but they were provided with the tools and 
information to maximize its use. I love that rare is providing food security in 
such a meaningful way. Side note: I brought my six year old son out with me to 
plant and weed the garden, and I’m so thankful for the opportunity to show him 
the value of service and helping others.

- Sarah, rare Food Bank Garden Volunteer

WHAT’S AHEAD?

Eramosa Corridor Property One. Photo by T. Woodcock

A MESSAGE FROM SPRINGBANK FARM
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RESEARCH
While rare’s goal is to steward its sites and ecosystems intact in perpetuity, for the community to enjoy, forever, 
in a natural state, it also promotes the lands as a living laboratory for research — including in-house monitoring 
programs and partnerships with Indigenous Peoples, artists, academic institutions and community-based 
scientists. The research conducted informs restoration practices and education programs through a Chain of 
Learning that reaches even the youngest learners in a program called Every Child Outdoors (ECO), a model of 
active, hands-on, problem-based environmental learning, driven by inquiry in the out-of-doors. 

We are a truly collaborative, multidisciplinary site where resources can be used most sustainably to tackle 
big questions as comprehensively as possible, and where ideas can soar in an environment that fosters cross-
pollination involving different knowledge systems that come from diverse backgrounds including (but not 
limited to) the social sciences, humanities, archaeology, psychology and the arts, to name a few. We bring together 
internationally-renowned experts, aspiring early-career researchers, artists and the larger community.  

The original rare property in Cambridge has been well 
researched for many decades, with formal studies dating 
to the early 1970s. Despite this impressive collection of 
knowledge, there is always more to discover. The newly 
introduced Vegetation Sampling Protocol (VSP), developed 
at the University of Toronto in collaboration with the 
Science and Research Branch at the Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Forestry (OMNRF), will continue 
to prove just that. VSP is a quantitative, integrative and 
adaptable method for sampling different vegetation 
types. In 2019, after two years of field surveys, sampling 
was completed in rare’s forested areas — marking a 
significant moment in the evolution of rare’s monitoring 
program. The information gained has been used to better 
understand the presence and extent of invasive plant 
species on the property and to identify new plant species 
previously unknown on the reserve. Learning more about 
the land informs our efforts of conservation, education 
and appreciation for nature. One new species observed 
was Lesser Celandine, which emerges in early spring and 
threatens to out-compete some native spring ephemeral 
wildflowers. In the future, we plan to resample these 
plots periodically to monitor changes to the vegetation 
communities as our forests develop and grow over 
time. Thank you to the many volunteers who together 
contributed over 200 hours to the VSP project! 

VEGETATION SAMPLING PROTOCOL 

Lesser Cenandine. Photo by M. Rowcliffe

FEATURED DONOR
TD Friends of the Environment has been an important partner in bringing rare                           
bioblitz events to the community. Thanks to their generous funding, rare hosted                                                                 
our first ever bioblitz in the new Eramosa River Conservation Corridor in July 2019. This essential funding allowed us 
to provide shelter tents, drinking water, washroom facilities, free WIFI, sampling equipment and more to community 
members, knowledge holders and scientists alike as they searched the newly acquired property for all creatures big and 
small. In 2019, TD also supported rare’s Every Child Outdoors  program to enhance the rare Chain of Learning, which 
builds knowledge and a sense of wonder and excitement from everyone involved — from the most senior teachers to the 
youngest students. TD has also supported upgrades to Lamb’s Inn to provide appropriate space for the Elder-in-Residence 
initiative that will begin within the next few months. Thank you, TD, for encouraging academic excellence, artistic inquiry 
and Indigenous ways of knowing and being to come together in community.
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Community members participating in the Eramosa Community Bioblitz. Photo by A. Zeberek

Save the date and join us on October 3, 
2020 for rare’s Arts and Science Community 
Showcase. Hear from the Indigenous 
Knowledge Keepers, students, scientists and 
artists, who work with and on the lands at 
rare. This showcase will demonstrate the 
diverse forms of inquiry that take place at 
rare. If a tent-like trap or roof structure has 
ever piqued your interest while walking the 
trails, this event is for you to get answers 
and ask even more questions – because 
these structures are important research 
tools in use to help us better understand 
the plant and animal communities and 
their relationships at rare. Looking ahead 
to the upcoming field season, we will 
continue our long-term monitoring efforts. 
In addition to expanding vegetation 
monitoring to meadows and open areas, 
we will engage volunteers in our bird 
migration monitoring program at the new 
Eramosa River Conservation Corridor. If you 
are interested in volunteering or signing 
up for rare e-news to learn more about 
our programs and/or receive an invitation 
to the Showcase, contact Laura Klein, 
rare Gosling Engagement Coordinator at                   
Laura.Klein@raresites.org.

WHAT’S AHEAD?

“The rare Charitable Research Reserve goes beyond providing an ideal field site by 
facilitating research in other ways, like supporting students through scholarships 
and engaging in research projects and outreach activities at the University of 
Waterloo. I am grateful to rare for providing a truly cooperative and supportive 
environment for research.”

- Linden Fairbairn, University of Waterloo Ecohydrology Group

A MESSAGE FROM A RESEARCHER
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Little Creatures Could Make a Big Difference: 
Parasitoids in conservation planning
By Justin Gaudon, Mitacs Elevate - Westfall Postdoctoral Fellow, rare & University of Waterloo

As part of my postdoctoral fellowship at rare, my research 
is focused on exploring the link between parasitoids and 
plant communities across the reserve. Parasitoids, also 
known as parasitic wasps (Hymenoptera), are a biodiverse 
group of beneficial insects. Not to be confused with larger 
non-parasitic wasps such as yellow jackets, parasitoids are 
often tiny and typically do not have a stinger. Instead, the 
females have a special organ that allows them to lay their 
eggs in or on other insects, which serve as hosts. Once the 
larvae emerge, they feed on or within their host, ultimately 
killing the other insect. Because of their specialized host-
specific relationships, parasitoids are often used in biological 
pest control programmes as they can successfully reduce 
the number of other, often harmful, insects that could for 
example damage crops. Despite saving billions of dollars 
worldwide through pest control and other ecosystem services 
parasitoids provide, these wasps are rarely considered in 
conservation planning, which may be in part due to the time-
consuming nature of conducting surveys and the difficulty of 
identifying the often tiny insects! 

Understanding the relationship between parasitoids and 
vegetation may help us to learn what plants to use in site 
restoration for the purpose of maintaining or increasing 
parasitoid populations at rare. Specific plants might attract 
specific kinds of helpful wasps. In turn, this may slow or 
reduce the impact of insect pests targeted by those wasps. 
Instead of looking for the wasps themselves, which is labour-
intensive and requires expert knowledge and equipment, it 
might be much faster and easier to identify certain plants 
that are associated with the presence and certain numbers of 
parasitoid wasps. Incorporating strategies that integrate these 
beneficial insects into planning efforts by identifying and 
planting the associated vegetation could be a very practical 
solution for restoration ecologists and other landowners. 

In 2019, the research team set up Malaise traps across the 
rare reserve. Malaise traps are large, tent-like structures 
intended to passively capture flying insects, which get 
trapped in the tent and move up to the light at the top of 
the structure where they enter a collection jar. We installed 
traps in different habitat types and then used the Vegetation 
Sampling Protocol, also known as VSP, to identify plants to 
get a complete picture of the plants that grow near each trap. 

In the last few weeks at rare, we have sorted and identified 
the first group of insects captured in the Malaise traps. Once 
the insects are identified, we will compare the parasitic wasp 
communities and look at how they change across different 
plant communities to determine if plants can be used to 
predict parasitoid abundance and diversity. 

From our research, we hope to establish a strong basis 
for considering beneficial insects such as parasitoids 
when creating and improving ecological restoration and 
conservation planning programs at rare and beyond. This 
could be very helpful in responding to and potentially 
combating invasive forest pests, such as the emerald ash 
borer. 

Justin with a Malaise trap. Photo by J. Gaudon

Parasitoid. Photo by J. Gaudon
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EDUCATION
More than 18,700 students have gone through our school-based and youth environmental education program, 
called Every Child Outdoors or ECO, which delivers curriculum-based education programs for K-12 including 
specialized Mirrored Research programs — programs that allow students to “mirror” the research and 
monitoring activities conducted on the reserve. 

The education department at rare continues to 
work to provide equal space for scientific research,                   
multi-disciplinary inquiry and Indigenous knowledge 
in experiencing and interpreting the landscapes at 
rare. This year, rare staff were involved in creating an 
alternative outdoor teaching space to support rare’s 
Every Child Outdoors (ECO) program. The resulting 
TD Teaching Circle allows People of all Nations to 
share within the circle teaching method and was made 
possible through the generous support of the TD Friends 
of the Environment Foundation. This is a communal 
space for learning, sharing, and working together 
through inclusivity. Here, we build support, respect and 
community resilience through relationship building, 
storytelling, ceremonies and co-operation. Building spaces 
of inclusivity at rare is integral to one of rare’s core 
values — building diverse communities. These spaces also 
create a link between ecological integrity and meaningful 
reconciliation — a vision critical for the enhancement and 
quality of life of the planet. Through this project, we hope 
to allow the community to create connections with the 
land around them, and to be reminded that humans and 
the environment are not two separate entities but exist 
as one. Next time you walk the rare trails, visit the TD 
Teaching Circle and enjoy the view!

SPACES OF INCLUSIVITY

FEATURED DONORS
As we train the next generation of responsible land 
stewards, we aim to instill children and youth with a new 
sense of appreciation for the environment, which they can 
take back to and share with their community. Funders like 
the Gill Ratcliffe Foundation for their continued support of 
the ECO program help make this a reality. The Foundation 
has funded the Gill Ratcliffe Educator position for a fourth 
year. Our outdoor educators have Masters and/or Bachelor 
degrees in education and other relevant disciplines. Being 
able to provide competitive salaries to recruit and retain 
educators of this calibre is vital to the success of our 
program. 

We would also like to thank Cambridge & North Dumfries 
Community Foundation, Knights of Columbus, Enbridge, 
Janet and Ken Dance, Rotary Club of Kitchener and the 
North Dumfries Community Grant for their support of 
the ECO program this past year. Thank you for making a 
difference for the next generation! 

TD Teaching Circle. Photo by I. Sufi

ECO Camper with insect. Photo by I. Sufi
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As the Education department continues to 
grow and develop, we will begin piloting 
new in-school modules that can be offered 
during winter months and to schools that 
are unable to find funding for transportation 
to the rare reserve. Our newest program 
focuses on Vermicomposting, an indoor 
composting method that uses worms to 
turn organic food scraps into compost. The 
rare education team will teach students 
about composting and waste management, 
and help to install a working Worm Bin in 
the classroom. This adaptable program 
empowers students from Kindergarten 
to Grade 12 to be more environmentally 
responsible with their waste! 

WHAT’S AHEAD?

2019 Summer ECO Campers. Photo by L. Klein

“The camp was everything we expected and more! My daughter actively seeks out 
insects and is curious, not afraid. She overcame so many fears while at your camp. 
My children actively seek out the vegetation that they learned about at camp. I 
never knew how much plantain we owned! We have also hunted down jewel weed 
and who can forget the cowboy toilet paper! Walks take longer, but that is just fine. 
Thank you for an amazing summer. I’m so jealous, I want to go to rare camp!” 

- Mary Jo Robson, ECO Parent

“My favourite thing about ECO Camp is going to the salamander boards to find 
salamanders. They’re really cute. The most important thing I learned is to respect 
nature and not to take over the habitat of all the plants and animals. If we take 
over their habitat, they’ll die.” 

- ECO Camper Ben, age eight

QUOTES FROM ECO CAMP:                                    
STATEMENTS FROM PARENTS AND KIDS ABOUT 
THE 2019 SUMMER EXPERIENCE
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Yes! I support conservation, research & education at rare!

Telephone

Mailing Address with City and Postal Code

Name 

Email Yes, I would like to receive email updates from rare

OR

Card No.

Expiry Signature

rare Charitable Research Reserve
1679 Blair Road
Cambridge, ON   N3H 4R8

 VISA M/C A/E

Payment Information
Please send cheques payable to: 

Please charge my credit card: 

Enclosed is my gift of:

    $100

    $50

    $25

    Other $ .

Charitable number 87761 5914 RR0001 ARSU2020

I'll help rare plan ahead by 
joining the Bedrock Club 
with a monthly donation of 
$ _____________ to be 
automatically withdrawn 
on the 15th of every month                     
(void cheque attached).

To send in a donation, fill in form and cut here.

Welcome Karonhyakatste!
By Mackenzie Ramsay / Smiling Water, rare Indigenous Research Fellow &                                                                                                       
Karonhyakatste / Christine Lefebvre, rare Indigenous Education Consultant

Karonhyakatste / Christine Lefebvre is 
the newest member of rare’s education 
team. As Indigenous Education 
Consultant, she will be supporting the 
education department’s mission of 
expanding inclusive and anti-colonial 
education initiatives at rare for current 
and future generations.

Currently residing in Kitchener-
Waterloo, Karonhyakatste is a mixed-
blooded Mohawk woman with family 
in Kahnawake and Akwesasne First 
Nations. Over the past 25 years, 
Karonhyakatste has gained extensive 
experience working with people from 
diverse backgrounds and communities 
through transformative and reciprocal 
learning. We hope to continue to 
improve our education programs 
through the inclusion of Indigenous 
knowledge systems, utilizing 
Karonhyakatste’s unique experience 
with Indigenous pedagogies, land-based 
learning and holistic curriculum theory 
and development. 

Karonhyakatste has held many 
roles within family, community and 
institutions. Her extensive experience 
encompasses ceremonial facilitation, 
healing and talking circles, restorative 
justice practices, K-12 and post-
secondary teaching, mediation, life-
coaching, and family/individual 
counselling. She is currently employed 

as an Elder at the Grand Valley 
Institution for Women, a prison located 
in Kitchener. She is also a member of 
the Indigenous Advisory Committee 
for Truth North Aid, an organization 
based in Kitchener that serves Northern 
Indigenous communities in need. 
Through her work, Karonhyakatste 
applies Indigenous knowledges and 
experiential practices to assist, enable 
and empower people. Her approaches 
include mentoring, fostering 
relationships, spiritual guidance, 
creative inquiry and healthy role 
modeling. 

Karonhyakatste would like to welcome 
those on their journey of ‘coming 
home,’ a first step in reconciliation, 
achieved through decolonizing self, 
empowerment and healing. As an 
experiential knowledge teacher, 
auntie and helper, she considers it an 
honour and a privilege to be involved 
in community members’ lives and in 
those of their children. Through this 
involvement, she invites all people 
to take responsibility for themselves, 
including their relationship to our 
mother the Earth.

Transforming our Organizations:

Recognizing that Indigenous Peoples are 
the first care takers of the land, rare is 
building its international environmental 
institute with space for Indigenous

Knowledge Keepers, students and 
community members. Working with 
partners and across disciplines are 
hallmarks of all we do at rare. As 
a result, a new model will emerge 
for creating equitable, respectful, 
responsible, reciprocal and relevant 
cross-cultural research and intervention. 
At rare, we recognize we work towards 
systemic equity by institutionalizing 
new rules and activities that go beyond 
looking for diversity and equality. 
Equity is about breaking down barriers 
that marginalized people face in their 
daily lives. We will work with diverse 
communities to learn about barriers they 
face and what inclusion looks like to 
them in our organizational context.



Photo courtesy of Karonhyakatste
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rare Corporations for Conservation
By Chris Ainsworth, rare Sponsorship & Events Manager

We are extremely proud to have welcomed Livescape, Momentum Developments, Natural Resource Solutions Inc. and 
Cachet Homes to the Corporations for Conservation family in the last fiscal year. The Corporations for Conservation (C4C) 
initiative recognizes corporate partners for their environmental leadership and support of rare. With annual contributions 
of $5,000 or more for a minimum of five years, this designation clearly demonstrates these companies’ commitment to 
conservation, education and research, while setting an example and encouraging others to take steps toward environmental 
sustainability. The C4C initiative indicates that economic excellence and environmental sustainability can go together to 
create unprecedented opportunities for our children and our grandchildren — a strong value of rare since inception. 

Meet the new corporate supporters who joined the Corporations for Conservations program in 2019:

Livescape is a Waterloo-based start-up that designs and installs living walls — 
from installations the size of a picture frame to large-scale creations for building 
interiors and exteriors. These beautiful living walls feature a variety of plants and 
designs that provide healthier and sustainable spaces. 

Momentum Developments is a Waterloo-based real estate developer and 
builder. They believe in smart growth and are contributing to the revitalization 
of Uptown Waterloo and Downtown Kitchener with purpose-built mixed-use 
properties. Beyond providing a place for communities to grow, they’re committed 
to making sure future communities will be able to enjoy Kitchener-Waterloo long 
after we’re gone. Momentum offers many sustainability features in their buildings, 
including car sharing, environmentally friendly toilets, energy efficient lighting 
and appliances. 

Natural Resource Solutions Inc. officially joined the program in 
July, but has been supporting rare for many years. They are a Waterloo-based 
environmental consulting firm comprised of terrestrial, aquatic and wetland 
biologists. Their feasibility studies, characterization and management plans, 
Species at Risk screenings, environmental assessments and post-construction 
monitoring, among other offerings, provide leading-edge input on development 
projects and support to all types and phases of projects through recommendations 
on how to best protect natural features that could potentially be impacted.  

Cachet Homes builds homes that infuse neighbourhoods with vitality, which 
includes the provision of and access to natural areas. They are currently working 
on a new development in Cambridge near rare called Myers Manors.

The rare Charitable Research Reserve acknowledges and appreciates all its Corporations for Conservation:

rare Annual Report 2018-2019           

To learn more about Corporations for Conservation, contact: 
Chris Ainsworth
rare Sponsorship & Events Manager
Chris.Ainsworth@raresites.org
(226) 989-8838

Battlefield Equipment Rentals

BNY Mellon

Cachet Homes

Christie Digital

Enbridge

Fiix Software

KPMG

Langdon Hall

Linamar Corporation

Livescape

Logical Landscaping

MacPherson Homes

Momentum Developments

Neighbourhood Group of Companies

Natural Resourse Solutions Inc.

Pearle Hospitality

WalterFedy
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Volunteer Appreciation
THANK YOU to all the rare volunteers who make it possible to 
accomplish so much in a year! To the land management volunteers 
who help remove invasive species in all weather conditions. To 
those who take the time to weed and water the gardens so that 
healthy vegetables can reach the foodbanks. To the fundraising 
volunteers who stuff envelopes and make calls to donors. To the 
volunteers who assist the research team by conducting road impact 
surveys and supporting species monitoring projects. To everyone — 
in each department — who contributes their time and skills to make 
conservation, research and education thrive — we appreciate you!

Community involvement is at the core of everything rare 
does. Every time a volunteer lends a hand, they are making an 
impact. Each individual action is far-reaching and benefits future 
generations. To each and every one of you reading this and 
supporting rare, thank you!

If you are interested in being a rare volunteer, or 
organizing a corporate volunteer day, contact Laura Klein:                                   
Laura.Klein@raresites.org or (519) 650-9336 x126.

THANK YOU to all of our 2018 participants, donors, sponsors 
and volunteers who made the 2018 Walk & Run for rare one of the 
best events yet! 

The rain held off on event day and 210 people participated together, 
once again supporting rare’s Turn the Map Green campaign. 
This grassroots effort ensures the protection of environmentally 
significant land in Waterloo Region and Wellington County. Every 
$2 raised protects one square metre of land, to preserve natural 
habitats and all the species that call them home. 

The ninth annual event raised over $34,700, resulting in over 17,350 
square metres of land being protected for future generations. Thank 
you to everyone who made this possible!

The 2020 date is set for September 27 and we hope to see you there 
for our 11th annual Walk & Run for rare! 

rare Annual Report 2018-2019           

Walk & Run fun. Photo by Light & Love Photography

Land management volunteers. Photo by S. Marshall
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480+ 
SPECIES 
DOCUMENTED 
AT ERAMOSA 
PROPERTY ONE

5 
PEER-REVIEWED 

PAPERS
PUBLISHED

10 INVASIVE 
PLANT SPECIES 

MANAGED

36 NATIVE 
PLANT SPECIES 

PLANTED

4,400+ 
pounds of fresh, organic 
produce donated to two 

local food banks

YEAR AT A GLANCE

Corporations for Conservation 
supporting rare

1,300+
 dedicated donors

173,000+
HOURS OF 

VOLUNTEER SUPPORT

Consisting of: 2,150+ volunteer hours at the 
Springbank Farm gardens and with the land management 

team, 500+ hours by community-based scientists

NEW OR ONGOING
RESEARCH PROJECTS

EDUCATION

1,700+ 
CHILDREN PARTICIPATING 

IN ECO CAMP/ 
ECO PROGRAMS

1,800+ 

baby painted & snapping turtles 
released within 100m of their nest 

locations

AQUIRED FIRST PROPERTY IN 
THE ERAMOSA RIVER CORRIDOR: 
PROPERTY ONE

496,173m2
turned green as part of rare’s 
Turn the Map Green campaign

for the

4,000+
species  that call 

rare home

? 14

RESEARCH

CONSERVATION
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Financial Highlights
Year ended August 31, 2019

Conservation, Research & 

 Education Programs2

Administration

Fundraising & Community Relations

Communications

Professional Fees

Total

 $949,528 

$180,538 

 $383,159

$61,693

 $43,719 

 $1,618,637

Excess of revenue over expenses        $1,229,8123         

Notes

1. Inclusive of Operating and Capital Revenues

2. Includes cost of amortization ($194,383)

3. Majority of excess of revenue over expenses was used to purchase       
    capital assets including land purchase. Endowment and other 
    restricted contributions are also included herein.

FINANCIAL POSITION AS AT AUGUST 31

Current Assets (Cash and Receivables)

Capital Assets: Land

Capital Assets: Buildings & Equipment

Current Liabilities (Payables)

Mortgage Payable

Total Net Assets

2019

 $1,553,815 

$6,815,146 

$3,351,054 

($389,464)

 ($4,160,600)

 $7,169,951

STATEMENT OF EXPENSES

58.7%23.7%

11.2%

3.8%

2.7%

STATEMENT OF REVENUE1

Donations and Grants  

Government Programs

Programs

Rental Income

Other Income

Total

 $2,397,250

 $155,285

 $56,198

 $23,319

 $216,397 

 $2,848,449

84.2%

7.6%

2.0%

5.5%

0.8%

Donations and Grants (84.2%) 

Government Programs (5.5%)

Programs (2.0%)

Rental Income (0.8%)

Other Income (7.6%)

Conservation, Research & 

 Education Programs2 (58.7%)

Administration (11.2%)

Fundraising & Community Relations (23.7%)

Communications (3.8%)

Professional Fees (2.7%)

2018 

$1,147,685 

$5,957,174 

$3,422,823 

($426,943)

 ($4,160,600)

 $5,940,139
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Thank you, 2018-2019 supporters!

$250,000+
Angel Gabriel 
    Foundation
Michael Barnstijn & 
     Louise MacCallum
Fieldgate 
    Developments

$50,000 - $249,999
Gill Ratcliffe 
    Foundation
The Gosling 
    Foundation    
The Kitchener and 
    Waterloo  
    Community 
    Foundation 
    - The Musagetes    
    Fund
Ontario Trillium 
    Foundation
Region of Waterloo
The Savvas     
    Chamberlain                              
    Family Foundation
TD Friends of the            
    Environment   
    Foundation
Westfall Family
  David Westfall
  Sandy & Jamie Hill
   Kitchener Waterloo     
   Community    
   Foundation 
   - Westfall Hill Fund

$20,000 - $49,999
Keith & Sheila 
    Ainsworth
Ljubodrag Andric, 
    Geneviève        
    Caron & Cecelia 
    Andric
ECHO Foundation
Fiix Software
Ken & Rachel* Flood
Gateman Milloy
MacPherson Builders    
    Limited
MartinSimmons 
    Architects
McLean Foundation
Nature Guelph
John & Janet 
    Panabaker

($5,000 - $19,999)
Battlefield Equipment 
    Rentals
Colin Baxter & Ruth 
    Harris
John & Dian Bell
Nevada Blundell-
    Koivunen
BNY Mellon Wealth 
    Management
Natalia & Shai Brajak
Greg & Manouchak 
    Buzbuzian
Gordon & Celia 
    Chaplin
Chaplinsky Farms Ltd.
Chawkers Foundation

Christie Digital
Derek & Kathleen 
    Coleman & Ages 
    Foundation
Colleges and     
    Institutes Canada
Enbridge Gas Inc.
Environment Canada 
Government of
    Canada
H.B. Gordon 
    Education 
    Foundation
Richard M. Ivey*
The Kitchener and 
    Waterloo 
    Community 
    Foundation 
    - The John A. 
    Pollock   
    Family Fund
KPMG
Thiam Lim
Logical Landscaping 
    Inc.
Mattamy Homes
The Neighbourhood 
    Group 
    of Companies 
    Limited
Ontario Ministry of 
    Natural 
    Resources and     
    Forestry     
    (OMNR)
Bob & Bernice Uebele
United Way Waterloo 
    Region
Walrus Magazine
Waterloo Region 
    Nature
Michael Wilson & 
    Julie Yager
WWF - Canada
Zevest Development 
    Corporation
Walter & Brenda* 
    Zimmerman

($1,000 - $4,999)
Gerald & Carol Ann  
    Achtymichuk
Agilec
Ayr Farmers Mutual 
    Insurance Company
Annita & Peter Bergen
Pat & Paul Bigelow
Birds Canada 
    - James L. Baillie  
    Memorial Fund
Cambridge & North 
    Dumfries 
    Community 
    Foundation 
    - Ages Fund
Cambridge & North 
    Dumfries 
    Community     
    Foundation 
    - Kids to Camp     
    Fund
Cambridge & North 
    Dumfries 
    Community 
    Foundation 

    - Poynter Fund
Marc Castel
Rob & Sue Connell
Corporation of the 
    Township 
    of North Dumfries
Cupanion
Ken & Janet Dance
Easy Pour Wine Bar
Employment Ontario 
    Employment 
    Services 
    - Conestoga College
Festival of Moving 
    Media Inc.
Valerie Gibaut & Doug 
    Brock
Chris & Shirley 
    Gosselin
Graham Mathew 
    Professional 
    Corporation
Guelph Community 
    Foundation 
    - Moffat Family   
    Fund
Jackie Hatherly-
    Martin & 
    Keith Martin
David Hopkins
Lawrence Hubble
Illuminate Painting 
    and Deco Inc.
Indulge Natural and 
    Organic Kitchen 
    Inc.
Caroline Kim
Knar Jewellery 
Langdon Hall Country 
    House Hotel & Spa
The Living Outdoors 
    Ltd.
Mike & Melissa 
    Malleck
Jeff Matyas & Tim 
    Tanz
Alan & Anne Morgan
Dr. Kim Murphy & 
    Jodi Dobbie
National Trust of 
    Canada
Nature Guelph 
    Wildflower 
     Society
Gordon & Daphne* 
    Nicholls
Hank & Beverley 
    Nykamp
John & Leslie Pearson
Pollination Guelph
Power TakeOff Inc.
Primerica
Linda Ratcliffe & Basil 
     McDonald
Malcolm & Jane 
    Roberts
Joy Roberts & Doug 
     McMullen
Don Russell
Jonathan Shantz & 
    Family
Michael & Henrietta 
    Stork
University of 
    Waterloo

John & Lynda Van de 
    Kamer
WalterFedy
Weiler & Company 
    Chartered 
    Accountants
Susan Whelan

($500 - $999)
Chris & Sarah 
     Ainsworth
Christina Arthurs
Don Balanoff & 
    Connie Mayor
Valerie & Scott Braid
Breakthru Beverage 
    Canada
Brentwood Livery
Bob & Brenda* 
    Burchell
C3 Environmental 
    Limited
Canadian Wildlife 
    Federation
Nelson Cecilia
Andrew Cumming
Ross Dickson
Kae Elgie & Philippe 
    Elsworthy
David & Joan* Fennell
Financial Horizons 
    Inc.
Gadsby’s Clothing
Garden Gate Ltd.
Guelph Tent and 
    Event Rentals
William Jeakins
Quentin Johnson 
    & Susan Strachan 
    Johnson
The Kitchener and 
    Waterloo 
    Community 
    Foundation 
    - Kids to Camp
Paul & Marilyn Koch
Graham & Margaret 
    Macdonald
MacNeil & Dodd 
    Pharmacy
Manulife Financial
Ruby McMullen*
Josh Neufeld
Niagara Peninsula 
    Aboriginal 
    Area Management 
    Board 
    (NPAAMB)
June & Franco 
    Ntazinda
Optimum Publishing 
    International
Paul & Rita Ross
Rotary Club of 
    Kitchener 
    - Grand River   
    Foundation
Jeremy Shantz, 
    Bridget Hinnegan 
    & Tamsin Shantz
Stephanie Sobek-
    Swant & 
    Nick Swant
Dennis E. Souder & 
    Deborah 

    Bannerman
Lori Talbot
Angela Tsementzis &     
    Aaron 
    Letki
Uniglobe Donaldson 
    Travel
Tom & Laurella 
    Woodcock

($250 - $499)
Dr. Krista Baier
Vlad* & Julia Balanoff
Bob & Sheila Burtt
Sondra Callander
Len Chaplinsky & 
    Julia 
    Morrison
Jill Colyer
Mary & Al 
    Cunningham
Ernie Davies
Marco & Donna De 
    Bruin
Chris Dilly
Graham Douglas
Bob & Janet Eberhardt
Dr. John English & Dr. 
    Irene Sage
Drayton 
    Entertainment
Marlene Epp
Carmen Evans
Jerry & Marg Finnen
Jeanie Flanagan
Dianna Flannery
Valerie Hall & Dan 
     Brennan
Paul Hendriks
Robert Hilton
IBM Canada Ltd.
Interpump Supply 
    Ltd.
Margaret Jackson
Susan Klassen
Peter Krause & Anita 
    Hillis-Krause
James MacCallum* & 
    Carole Lindsay
Margaret McCreery
Wendy Mitchinson
Sorin & Irene Mitrana
David & Pip Mitten
Hulene Montgomery 
    & Michael Graham
Sebastien Moreau
Terry Morin
Mike Murray & 
    Frances Turner
Pelee Island Winery
Kevin & Sue Perry
Elizabeth & David 
    Pooley
Harley* & Carol 
    Rashleigh-
    Berry
Ruth Ristau
Ian & Verlyn Rowett
Linda & Herminio 
    Schmidt
Malcolm & Anne 
    Shantz
Meg Slater
Jean Stolworthy
Mary Stevens

Linda Sword & John 
    Cripton
Christine Thompson
Tubing the Grand
Tony Van Eerd
Stephanie & James 
    Walker
Waterloo Central 
    Railway
Michael & Kathy 
    Weissmann

($249 & Under)
Sandrine Aebersold
Arash Afkanpour
George Aitkin
Dave & Fern Allen
Lauren Allen
Tim Almenciak & 
    Megan Siegel
Lindsay Ammerlaan
Alexander Arkanov
Valery 
    Arkhangorodsky
Ross & Marilyn 
    Armstrong
Angela Asadoorian
Jan Ashton
The Art of Home
Allan Babor
Becky Baechler
Bag2School
Marlea Baggarly
Adolf Baier
Ron & Michelle Baker
Clair Balfour & Marci 
    MacDonald
Ina Bandanovich
Karen Bardecki
Lynne Barker
Thelma Barnes
Hildegard & Pasquale 
    Battista
Ron Bauman
Dora Bean
Marie Beattie
Scott Beemer
Larry & Cheryl Bell
Martha Bellamy
Anne Benedetti & 
    Alison Halsall
Sara Benediktson
Benevity Community 
    Impact Fund
Dinesh Benjamin
Cheryl Bentley
Shirley Best
Andrew Betts
Elzen & Robert    
    Bezeau
Mandeep Bhatti
Greg & Deanne 
    Bidinosti
Peter & Colleen Bisset
Blackshop Restaurant
Leah Blechschmidt
Sharon Blom
Chris Bohme
Maurice Boire
Sue Boultwood
James Bousquet & 
    Cynthia Vavasour
Christine Bowes
Josh Bowman
Ginger Bragg

Ian Braid
Stephanie Braid
Caireen Brain & 
    Len De Vlamin
Nowell Brain
Paul Brennan
Liliana Bressan
Robert Bressan 
Cindy Briand & 
    Jacenta Briand & 
    Ray Campbell
Lilly Briggs
Brenda Brindley & 
    Kevin Schneider
Kathleen Brown
Scott Brown
Rennie Brudnjak
Wayne & Lynda Buck
Kathleen Bulmer
Rena Burkholder
Lisa Bursey
Nicole Bursey
David Bushell
Shannon Busta
Aimee Calma
Erin Campbell
Melissa Campbell
In’am & Chester 
    Carere
Wayne Carman & 
    Nicola Curtis
Chris Casemore & 
    Carolyn Mathers
Ron Casier, Pauline 
    Intven-Casier & 
    Julian Casier
Joe Ceccarelli
CEL Systems Team
Kathleen Chambers & 
    Lauren Allen
Alex Chapman
Veronica Chapman
Joe Chiarello
Jordan Chiarello
Lucas Chiarello
Mauer Chiarello
Chicopee Hills Animal 
    Hospital
Jacelyn Chilvers
Jeanette Chippindale
Catherine Chornoboy 
    & Family
Jennifer & Bob 
    Clayfield
Cloud Nine Spa
Daniel Cockburn
Amanda Cockburn
Melanie Collum
Communities for 
    Conservation
Vince Cosentino & 
    Lesley Webb
Linda Crawford
Laura Crits
Rae & Barbara 
    Crossman
Cheryl Crozier
Barbara Culbert
Wendy Culbert
Mike Cunningham
Marcella Curtis
Jamie Cuthbertson
Ronald C. Dahmer & 
    Dorothy Harvey*
Fredric Dahms 

The following individuals, foundations, government agencies, organizations and businesses helped rare make an impact and work toward 
its vision in the last fiscal year (September 1, 2018 to August 31, 2019). For a full list of all donors — considered Founders — to A Natural 
Investment, please contact us. We welcome corrections so that the permanent donor wall reflects you appropriately.
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Laryn Daly
Kimberley Davidson
Michael & Louise 
    Dawe
Kathy Dawson
Brian De Bruin
Andrew* & Nancy de 
    la Mothe
Justin & Courtney De 
    Melo
Greig & Sheila De 
    Peuter
Kristy Del Col
Julia Della Camera
Lisa Den Besten
John & Nancy 
    Denham
Wolfe Derle
Carla DeVisser
David DeVisser & 
    Leah McQuire
James Dewar
Paul Di Renzo
Cal Dicks
Teresa Dillon
Peggy Dix
Barbara Dixon & 
    Graham Arbery
Pat Docherty
Helen Dodson
Natalie Doerr
Jill Douglas
Paul & Kim Duxbury
Sarah Eadie
Ryan Eagleson
Judith & Douglas 
    Eckhardt
Ken Edwards
Paul Eichinger
Elementary Teachers’ 
    Federation of 
    Ontario
Jennifer Elmes
Elizabeth English
Kristi Enns
Ellen Esch
Grace & Mark Evans
Shelby Evans & 
    Sabrina Shin-Evans 
Exeter Family Eyecare 
    - Bardecki Klein &
    Templeman
Fred & Jeanne Faber
Judith Falbo
Paul & Sandra 
    Farquharson
Roger & Cathy Farwell
Brian & Cheryl Fayle
John & Lorna 
    Ferguson
Rachael Fickes & 
    Jeremy MacCulloch
Rick Findlay
Gerry & Marlene 
    Fischer
Renate Fischer
Barbara Foell
John Foster
Roger & Sharon 
    Fournier
Joan Fox
Carol Foxall
Toni Franchetto & 
     Kyle Lafreniere
George Francis & Sally 
    Lerner
Robert Fraser
Gary French
Paula French
Melissa Frey
Nancy Mae Froklage
Melissa Gallo
Laura Gamble

Maria Gardner
Susan Garwood
Rob & Sharon 
    Gashgarian
Justin & Michelle     
    Gaudon
Theresa & Ryan Geil
Mary Gentilcore
Roxanne Gentilcore
Richard and Marian 
    Gerson
Fraser Gibson
Phil Gillin & Ava 
    Sands
Alvin Glaab
Glenn Goddard
Bruce Gordon
Jennifer Gordon
Robert Gossage
Antonio & Elizabeth 
    Gouveia
Miriam Greenbaum
Cheryl Greenwood & 
    Steven McMurray
Fred & Janet 
    Greidanus
Andrew & Milva 
    Griffa
Aaron Grigsby
Maria & Walter Grupp
Jerry Guenther
Ron & Mary Kate 
    Hagedorn
Diana Haggison
Peter & Pat Hallam
Karen Halley
Nancy & David 
    Hammond
Mary-Jane & Liam 
    Harnack Stark
Fred Harpham
Ben Harrison
Fred & Susan 
    Harrison
Mary Harrison & 
    Jared Rowett
Diane & Michael 
    Hasley
Julianna Hekker
Keith Hekker
John S. Hepburn
Dana Hergott
John* & Ruth Hess
Ralph & Anne Hewlett
Highland Public 
    School
Amy Hodgson
Mary Hoey
Wendel Goetz & 
    Laurie Hoffman
Eric & Naomi 
    Hoffstein
Michael & Sandra 
    Holden
Susan Hollidge
Janine & Kenneth 
    Holman
Donna Holtom
Kim Hong Nguyen
Kaila Hopcroft
Mark Hornburg
Walter Hotchkiss
Gary Howell
Toby Hu
Lorne Hunter
Stacey Hunter
Peter Hunton
Kim Huxted
Fiona Inglis
Dale Ingrey
Howard & Susan 
    Isaacs
Jeremy Jackson

Carol Jamieson
Helen Janzen & Ellery 
    Ezekiel 
Leah Jefferson
Tiffany Jefkins
Hugh Johnson
Grace & Jake Jutzi
Alex Kanarek
Victoria Kannapin
Anna Karasik
Erika Kastner
Crystal Kattenhorn
Helen Kelly
Susan & Arthur Key
Kathryn Kinnear
Elena Kingbo
Harold & Dorothy 
    Kinzie
Jim Kirchin & Anne 
    Tinker
Kitchener Rangers
Kitchener-Waterloo 
    Symphony
David Klein & Irene 
    Bardecki
Ian Klein
Laura Klein
Tom & Marlene 
    Knezevich
Bruce & Carol Koenig
Tamanna Kohi & 
    Leticia Reis
Taylor Koot
Chris & Marjorie 
    Korte
Heather Kovacik
Basia Kowalski
Lindsay Kroes
Ruth Kroft
Paul Kron
Melissa Krone
Jamie & Shelley Kropf
Jack Kuchhma
Brodie Labelle
Amy Lacey
Marc-Andre Lachance
Nicolas Lanthier
Erik Larson
Marla Larson
Teresa Larson
Kathryn Lattimore
Michael & Louise 
    Lawrie
Lori Leavy
Ralph* & Eileen 
    LeBold
Adrian Lee
Kathleen Lefebvre
Ellen Lehman
Maisa Leibovitz
Deb & Frank Lenzi
Allan & Jean 
     Leppanen
Denise Leschak & 
    Daniel Adam
Chiyo Marni 
    (Christina) Lin
Esther Lin
Donna & Arthur Lip
Sharon Livingstone
Sasha Loader
Caroline Long
Kathy Loree
Tamara Louks
Alexis Lowater
Frank Yee-Chuan Loy
Tara MacDonald
Chris MacEachern
Macmillan Family
Kerry Mahoney
Wesley & Lynn 
    Maidment
Stephen Manz

Barb Marshall & Joe 
    Paller
Sarah Marshall
Lucie Martez
Roy Martin
Allison Masse
Chris Matthews
Harold & Sheila 
    Matthews
Clelland McConnell
Alex McCulloch
Laura McDonald
Lauren McElroy
Mary McGrath Vyas & 
    Satyen Vyas
Caitlin McIntyre & 
    Jallaina Manwell
Earl & Karen 
    McIntyre
Deborah McKellar
Matthew McLelland
Christine & Paul 
    McQuiggin
Alexander McQuire
Donald & Kelly 
    McTavish
Michael McTavish
Kathryn McTavish
Carolyn Meili
Kyle Mennie
Tom Mennill
M. Metcalfe
Alex Mewhinney
MHBC Planning 
    Urban Design 
    & Landscape 
    Architecture
Greg Michalenko
Pat & Dennis Mighton
Taylor Milburn & 
    Vassily Salytchev
MLSE - Maple 
    Leaf Sports & 
    Entertainment Ltd.
Lindsay Mobach
Milton & Cathi 
    Moffett
Sue Moir
Moksha Yoga 
    Waterloo
Joan & Steve 
    Montague
Ana Montero
David Montgomery
Inge Moore
Sandye Moores
Nancy Morrey
Peter Morris
Sarah Morris
Gordon & Susan 
    Morris
John Moule
Brendan Murphy
Patrick Murphy
Rod Murray
The MUSEUM
Amanda Myrvold
Nature Canada
Gordon & Shirley 
    Nelson
Laura Nerenberg
Damjan Nesic
Kristine Neufeld
Chrissy Neusteter
April Newman
Brandon Nguyen
Ingrid Nicholls 
Annika Nicholson
Candy & David Nicoll
John & Jill Nielsen
Thomas Nimmo
Tonya Noble
Samuel Norris

Sharon O’Driscoll
Susan & Keith O’Neil
Janice & Guy Orr
Marilyn Otton
Denis & Jan Owens
Erin Pagan
Marg Paré
Dawn Parker
Renate Parsons
Sandra Pascoe
Margaret Pasher
Stephanie Pasquale
Lorraine Paul
Penco Drywall Ltd.
Dean & Noreen Peroff
Mona Pettit
Ingrid & David 
    Pfrimmer
Josh Pickering & Jodi 
    Elchyshyn
Heather Pinches
Andrea Portt
David & Victoria 
    Power
Michael Power
Kathryn & Yvonne 
    Power
Betty Praught
Karen Priebe
Wil & Marilyn 
    Prudham
Kathy Puskas
Ken & Karen Quarrie
Lynne Quigley
Anne & Leah Quin
Jenna Quinn & Leif 
    Wynia
Leah Quinn
Kristi Ramcharitar & 
    Greg Bourton
Christy Randall & 
    Matthew Opferkuch
Elayne Ras
Petronella Read
Jonathan & Brittany 
    Redfearn
Gordon & Barbara 
    Reed
Elizabeth Reed
Hayes Reid
Brenda Reid
Julie Reid & Anne 
    Paton
Janice Reiner
Cheryl Reyes
Ann Reynolds
Colette Richard & Ken 
    Wolno
Cheyanne Richardson
Danielle Ridge
John Robb
Kim Robichaud & 
    Ryan Hamersma
Phil Robinson
Dean & Mary Jo 
    Robson
Jeff Russell
Kathryn Ruston & 
    Shayne Mann
Lisa & Todd Ruston
Andrew Ryckman
Fred Rye
Rafal & Marcin 
    Rzepka
Cordell Sacrey
Randy Sa’d & Melissa 
    Schurter
Sarah Salvis
Dennis Samulak & 
    Bonnie Wheeler
Robin Sanders
Sandra Ainsley 
    Gallery

Marilyn Sararus
Jocelyn Shaffenburg
Gail Schenk
Bailey Schneider
Kathy Schnuerer
Sherry Schruder
Norman Schwegel
Linda Scott-Foubert
Matt Setzkorn
Shopbrain
Kourtney Short
Dylan Siebert
Megan Siegel
Marjorie Siertsema
David Silva
Laurie Sinclair
Dilan Singaraja
Jessica Singh
Zenin & Janet 
    Skomorowski
Brenna Slawich
Linda Sloka
Ralph Smith
Peter Smith
Richard & Tracey 
    Snook
Dorene & Doug* 
    Snyder
Jean-Paul, Serena & 
    Raymond Soucy
Linda Southall
Southwood Secondary 
    School 
Clayton Spencer
Sylvie Spraakman
Dorothea & Peter 
    Sprung
St. Augustine School
St. Margaret Of 
    Scotland Catholic 
    Elementary School
Donald Stark
Tracy Steele
Megan Steen
John & Janet 
    Stemerdink
Lynda Stewart
Sheryl Stinson
Jonathan Studiman
Van Su & Jennifer Vu
Tracy Suerich
Doug & Jeanne Sutter
Alexa Sylvestre
Gail Tako
Gabriel Tan-Chen & 
    Patricia Huynh 
Glen Tavern
Iana Tchigak & 
    Maxim Chigak
Jacqui Terry-Carroll
Reg Theriault
Kelly Thomas
Kevin & Stephanie 
    Thomason
Bertha & John 
    Thompson
Stephen Thomson & 
    Elaine Zink
Steve & Jen Thurtell
Paula Titaro
Bill & Pam Todd
Hayley Tompkins
Emilie Tremblay
Heather & Bob Trim
Juliana Trip
Sue & Norm Trotter
John & Theresa Troup
University of Guelph
Yohan Valencia
Beth Vallieres
Bart & Connie Van 
    Andel
Will Van Hemessen

Mary Ann Vanden 
Shawn Van Sluys & 
    Zvezdan Pavlovic
Robert & Ann 
    Vosburgh
Agata Walczyk
Jon Walgate
Curtis Walker
Merrily Walker
Keith & Lisa Wallbank
Elanor Waslander
Ashley Watson
Marilyn Watson
David & Judi Weaver
Deanna Weaver
Lesley Webb & Vince 
    Cosentino
Brian Weihs
Lisa Weinreich & 
    Paul Sawyer
Hugh Weltz
Roger Weppler
Frances Westley & 
    Fred Bird
C. Brian Whitfield
Cory Wiebe
Jeffrey & Claire   
    Wiersma
Danielle & Freeman 
    Wight
Wild Birds Unlimited
Williamsberg Public 
    School
Diane Williamson & 
    Steve Wilkie
Amanda & Todd 
    Willick
Bill & Heather Wilson
Dorothy & Andy 
    Wilson
Rachel Wilson
Cathy Wolfe
William Wong
Marion & Andrew 
    Woodcock
Brittany Woodhall
Sharon Woodley
Nancy Worton
Paul Wragg
Greg Young
Joan Young
Sonny Yuen
Terry & Linda 
    Yuzwak
Lola Zakrzewski
Tanya Zboril

Notes
Please take the time 
to review your name 
on the list. Although 
every effort has been 
made to record it 
properly, sometimes 
mistakes happen and 
we want to get it right. 
If you see an error 
please let us know by 
contacting 
rare@raresites.org.

Colour denotes 
Bedrock Club
Monthly Donors

* Deceased



Leadership
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
David Beatty, Governance Advisor
Joy Roberts, Ph.D., Chair of the Board, Musagetes 

Foundation Board Chair; Founder & Director, 
Eramosa Institute

Gerald Achtymichuk, Family Physician
Keith Ainsworth, Electrical Engineer; retired CEO, 

COM DEV International
Madhur Anand, Professor, University of 
Guelph; Exective Director, Guelph Institute of 

Environmental Research
Karen Hacker, LL.B, ICD.D
Peter Krause, President, Krause Corporate Solutions
Brian McGee, Chartered Accountant; 
 Partner, Zeifman & Company LLP

INTERNATIONAL AMBASSADORS
David Agro, Architect; conservationist
Ljubodrag Andric, Photographer; latest work  

Visible Cities
Michael Barnstijn, retired Partner, RIM; 

Philanthropist; Musagetes Foundation
David Buckland, Founder, Cape Farewell 
 www.capefarewell.com; Director of Art from 
 a Changing Arctic
Ed Burtynsky, OC; Photographer; Subject of award-

winning documentary, Manufactured Landscapes
Geneviève Caron, Award-winning Photographer
Severn Cullis-Suzuki, Environmental Activist; 

Speaker; Television host; Author
Ron Dembo, Founder, Zerofootprint 
Louise MacCallum, retired Software Engineer; 

Philanthropist; Musagetes Foundation
R. Murray Schafer, Composer; Educator; 

Environmentalist
Gerry Remers, Former President and COO, Christie 

Digital Canada & former co-chair Communitech
Jane Urquhart, OC; Author
Frances Westley, Chair of Social Innovation 

Generation
Morden Yolles, Multi-award-winning Structural 

Engineer; Restaurateur; Photographer

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE(EAC)
Chris Dalton, Avocational Archaeologist, Licensed by 

the Province of Ontario
John MacDonald, Archaeologist 
Stephen Murphy, Professor and Associate Chair, 

Undergraduate Studies, Environment & Resource 
Studies, University of Waterloo

Mark Pomeroy, Fisheries Biologist, Stantec Ltd.
Don Russell, Qalipu Mi’kmaq/Acadian French Artist
Bill Wilson, retired Teacher; Naturalist; Bird 

Monitoring Coordinator, rare 
Brett Woodman, Terrestrial & Wetland Biologist, 

Natural Resource Solutions Inc.
Tony Zammit, Aquatic & Terrestrial Ecologist, Grand 

River Conservation Authority

EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (EDAC)
Jason Bracey, Teacher, Southwood Secondary School
Colinda Clyne, Curriculum Leader for First Nations, 

Métis & Inuit Education, Upper Grand District 
School Board

Louise Dawe, retired Teacher; Community volunteer
Christine Lefebvre (Karonhyakatste), 

Haudenosaunee Knowledge Guardian
Lynda McCarthy, Professor, Ryerson University
Nicole Robinson, Equity & Inclusion Officer – 

Aboriginal Focus, Waterloo Region District School 
Board 

Dan Schneider, Outdoor Educator & Naturalist, GRCA, 
retired

Matthew Suhadolc, U-Turn Diversion Teacher, 
Waterloo Region District School Board 

RESEARCH ADVISORY COMMITTEE (RAC)
Stephen Murphy (see previous)
Rick Haldenby, Professor, Architecture, University of 

Waterloo

David Lieberman, Associate Professor, John H. 
Daniels Faculty of Architecture, Landscape & 
Design, University of Toronto

John Straube, Associate Professor, Civil & 
Environmental Engineering, University of Waterloo 

EASTERN COMMA COMMITTEE
Shawn Van Sluys, Executive Director, Musagetes
Karen Houle, Poet & Philosopher, University of 

Guelph
Elwood Jimmy, Musagetes Program Coordinator

CAMPAIGN AND COMMUNITY CABINET
Keith Ainsworth (see previous)
Sheila Ainsworth, Chair, Lisaard House
John K. Bell, FCPA, FCA; Chairman, The Onbelay 

Group
Greg Buzbuzian, Owner, Knar Jewellery
Rob Connell, Partner, KPMG
John English, CM; FRSC; Director, Bill Graham Centre 

for Contemporary International History, Trinity 
College/Munk School of Global Affairs, University 
of Toronto 

Bruce Gordon, Chairman, Manulife Assurance 
Canada; Sr. Exec. V.P., General Manager, Canada

Valerie Hall, retired President, Stonefields 
Management

Adrian Hammoud, Owner, Salon Butterfly
Jackie Hatherly-Martin, FCPA FCA, SHAD Canada 
Thiam Lim, former rare Board Member
Keith Martin, CPA CA, HM Advisors
Douglas McMullen, FCPA, FCA; retired, Sr. V.P. CIBC
Carolyn Meili, President, Stonefields Management 
David Mitten, retired; Executive Director, Siding & 

Window Dealers Association of Canada
Leslie Pearson, Community Volunteer, Oakville
Dean Peroff, LLP, Partner, Peroff Professional Group
Simon Poladian, Owner, Eagle Towing Equipment
Joy Roberts, (see previous)
Paul Ross, Partner, KPMG
Irene Schmidt-Adeney, Writer, Ayr News 
Hugh Thompson, CEO, Thompson Centre for Art & 

Design

VOLUNTEER AND CONSULTING ADVISORS 
John Baljkas, Graphic design consultant, MFA, RGD 

Affiliate Member, Professor, Conestoga College
Ken Dance, President, Dance Environmental Inc.
Valerie Hall (see previous)
Joy Roberts (see previous)

RARESITES LAND SECUREMENT TEAM
Graham Buck, Ministry of Natural Resources & 

Forestry
Kathryn Enders, Ontario Farmland Trust
Chris Gosselin, retired
Kate Hagerman, Manager of Environmental Planning 

& Sustainability, Region of Waterloo
Peter Krause, rare Board of Directors
Dr. Greg C. Michalenko, Grand River Environmental 

Network
Dave Montgomery, Premier Environmental Services
Bill Mungall, retired
John Prescott, Nature Guelph
Josh Shea, Waterloo Stewardship Council
Roger Suffling, Waterloo Region Nature
Tony Zammit (see previous)

EMERITUS
Paul Koch, Marketing & Management Consultant; 

Civic entrepreneur, Ottawa
Doug Larson, Professor Emeritus, College of Biological 

Sciences, University of Guelph
Colleen Mercer Clarke, Coastal Ecologist, Landscape 

Architect, University of Waterloo
Alan Morgan, Professor Emeritus, Earth & 

Environmental Sciences, University of Waterloo
Angela Tsementzis, Architect; B.E.S. B.Arch, OAA, 

LEED AP

STAFF
Stephanie Sobek-Swant

Executive Director

Chris Ainsworth

Sponsorship & Events Manager

Aimee Calma

Administrative Assistant

Veronica Chapman

Manager of Finance, Fundraising & Administration

Taryn Jarvis

Property, Facility & Garden Coordinator

Laura Klein

Gosling Engagement Coordinator

Tamanna Kohi

Development & Communications Officer

Sarah Marshall

Conservation Technician

Matthew McGuire

Gill Ratcliffe Educator

Jenna Quinn

Program Scientist — Research Priorities, 

Partnerships & Monitoring

Mackenzie Ramsay / Smiling Water

Indigenous Research Fellow

Kim Robichaud

Administrative Coordinator

Istafa Sufi

Educator

Christine Thompson

Major Gifts Manager

Tom Woodcock

Planning Ecologist

CONTACT US
1679 Blair Road
Cambridge, ON  N3H 4R8

Phone: 519-650-9336
Toll Free: 1-866-927-3866
Fax: 519-650-5923
rare@raresites.org
raresites.org 

facebook.com/raresites

twitter.com/raresites

youtube.com/user/raresites

raresites.wordpress.com/

instagram.com/rare_sites/
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Monarch butterflies. Photo by A. McLagan

The rare Charitable Research Reserve acknowledges and offers gratitude to all the original stewards of the land in which rare resides, 

within the Haldimand Tract, land granted to Indigenous Peoples in 1784 to recognize their support for the British in the American 

Revolution.  Understanding that this land has been rich in diverse Indigenous presence since time immemorial, we would like to honour 

and respect the sovereignty of both First Nations in our area: the Onkwehon:we Peoples of Six Nations of the Grand River and the 

Anishinaabe Peoples of the Mississaugas of the New Credit. Nia:weh and Miigwech to these Nations who share their lands with us. We’d 

also like to acknowledge the Neutral people, for whom we have archeological evidence dating back 10,500 years. 

Lastly, we acknowledge those Indigenous Peoples who currently live, work, play and learn in the urban landscape around us, such 

other self-identified and status First Nations, Métis and Inuit. We believe that, as a community, we need to learn about and uphold our 

role within treaties and natural law to honour our ongoing commitment to meaningful reconciliation with the Onkwehon:we Peoples of 

Six Nations of the Grand River and the Anishinaabe Peoples of the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation on whose treaty and ancestral 

territory we live.
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Milkweed. Photo by A. Zeberek
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