
rare review  1  

Annual Report 2016-2017

Grey Tree Frog. Photo by T.Woodcock



2 rare Annual Report 2016-2017

OUR MISSION

Through the combined efforts of the community, rare’s team of staff 

and advisors and local Indigenous Peoples, we will discover the most 

inclusive practices and answers to environmental issues, stewarding 

the reserve’s  diverse network of natural landscapes for ecological 

integrity and future generations to come.

OUR VISION

To offer the community, including local Indigenous Peoples, the 

international community and future generations, a diverse network 

of connected natural areas, protected intact and in perpetuity. As 

an international leader in conservation, research, restoration and 

education, rare will show leadership and serve as a model system 

that not only demonstrates the link between ecological integrity and 

economic sustainability, but includes meaningful reconciliation with 

Indigenous Peoples, all of which are critical for the enhancement and 

quality of life of the planet.

OUR VALUES

Goat’s Beard Seed. Photo by J. Dillon & J. Moser

•	 Conserving biodiversity

•	 Strengthening science and Indigenous Knowledge

•	 Building diverse communities

•	 Training the next generation of land stewards



What a year 2017 was for our community at rare! In the following pages you will find our report to you on our goals and accomplishments 
you made possible. Looking back on all the wonderful moments and the successes you shared with us this past year, I feel humbled and 
want to thank you for the many contributions you have made to help us progress towards our goals. Thank you for your generous gifts 
— whether it was a donation, hands-on hard work, wisdom or enthusiasm, you enabled us to grow this year and you elevated our impact. 
We are proud to have you as part of a network of committed people who are making rare a household word and who truly care about the 
environment and their role as part of it. 

Our dedication to honouring many ways of knowing and being allow lines of inquiry from many fields and worldviews to come together 
to create discoveries and allow a completely new set of questions and approaches to arise, creating models for use around the world. No 
other environmental organization in Canada takes this approach — connecting with people’s minds, inspiring them to protect green 
spaces in perpetuity, honouring and respecting the ones who came before us and the ones who will come after us. 

I would also like to acknowledge and express my gratitude to all of the original stewards of the land on which rare resides, its first 
three properties falling within the Haldimand Tract, which spans six miles on either side of the Grand River from source to mouth. 
Understanding that this land has been rich in diverse Indigenous presence since time immemorial, we would like to honour and respect 
the sovereignty of several Indigenous Nations: the Onkwehon:we Peoples of Six Nations of the Grand River and the Anishinaabe Peoples 
of Mississaugas of the New Credit. Nia:wen and Miigwech (thank you) to these Nations who share their lands with us. We’d also like to 
acknowledge the Neutral Peoples (and their ancestors) and the Indigenous Paleo Hunters that we have archeological evidence for dating 
back 1,200 and 10,500 years, respectively. Lastly, we’d like to acknowledge those Indigenous Peoples who currently live, work and learn in 
the urban landscape around us, such other self-identified and status First Nations, Métis, and Inuit. 

As rare works towards making the environment more relevant in people’s lives, our long-term, inquiry-based approach as an 
environmental institute mirrors the way Indigenous Peoples have disseminated information since time immemorial and respects their 
multigenerational approaches to learning. We look forward to co-creating knowledge that is inclusive of Indigenous ways of knowing and 
being and the Arts and Western science, thereby creating new ecological and cultural thinking that is just and reflects diversity and is 
therefore best suited to address current environmental and societal issues in a fulsome manner. This means both recognizing all human 
beings as an integral part of the environment, and recognizing that a healthy environment is integral for our survival and that Earth is not 
a commodity.

As we are deepening our relationships with partners like you, I’m excited for what’s to come next. I’m hopeful that 2018 will be the year 
when I can share with you that we have more property protected, more students engaged and that we continue to share our knowledge to 
educate the next generation of conservationists to be responsible stewards of these lands.

Thank you for being rare!

Dr. Stephanie Sobek-Swant
Executive Director
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REPORTING ON OUR GOALS
In Conservation & Connectivity; Strategy & Plans: 2015-2019, based on sessions held with community members, researchers, educators, 

practitioners and others who contribute to our work, we described our goals for the years ahead.

By explaining rare’s mission, vision, values and goals we are fulfilling a commitment that we take very seriously — a commitment to be 

transparent and accountable to the public we serve. As a land trust, rare protects, intact and in perpetuity, 900+ acres of environmentally 

significant lands for public benefit. We steward these lands, not only by furthering the science and Indigenous Traditional Knowledge that 

will result in best practices, but also by training the next generation of conservationists and creating an entire community of support for them 

and for our goals.  

You can read the full version of Conservation & Connectivity; Strategy and Plans: 2015-2019 online at raresites.org under About Us. Please 

read on for a report on our progress toward these goals in the 2016-2017 fiscal year (September 1, 2016, to August 31, 2017). 

Stephanie Sobek-Swant

Connecting all 
Relationships in the 
Natural World
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Conservation

Efforts to restore and enhance target areas at rare are progressing as outlined 
in our Environmental Management Plan. There are approximately 55 acres of 
forest plantation on rare’s existing 900+ acres. Most are alternating rows of pine 
and black walnut, a planting approach known as intercropping. Others include 
monocultures of pine or spruce and small areas of other species which were 
planted in the 1980s for producing lumber, furniture, panelling and other uses. 
Single species plantations are less common in the forest industry, as people now 
know that they can be decimated by pest outbreaks. Our goal is to naturalize 
and restore these plantations to increase the area of healthy and diverse mixed 
deciduous forest on the property, as it would have occurred historically.

As a long-term plan for forest management, thinning will increase space and 
light in the understory, giving a healthy population of saplings the chance to 
grow. Where desirable tree species (sugar maple, beech, oaks) are lacking, rare 
staff and volunteers will transplant seedlings from nearby forests or purchase 
from native nurseries. Increased light will also encourage native wildflowers 
and ferns to grow. Ultimately, the full diversity of tree species and tree sizes will 
return together with various stages of decaying wood and their inhabitants, such 
as wood-boring insects, cavity-nesting birds, and hibernating bats.

Photo (right): A view of one of the areas of walnut-pine plantation in the Thompson Tract, illustrating 

understory fern and sapling growth.

OUR GOAL: MAINTAINING, RESTORING AND 
ENHANCING HABITAT WITH SCIENCE-BASED 
METHODS

We have been strengthening the operations 
of the Springbank Community Gardens 
through strong community leadership and 
coordination of volunteers and financial 
support from a variety of sources:

• Funds from the Cambridge & North 
Dumfries Community Foundation 
supported the purchase of new garden tools 
for the community garden

• Sunrise Rotary Club, Whole Kids 
Foundation and Tree Mobile assisted with 
the creation of our new fruit orchard 
within the Food Bank Gardens

• A grant from the Healthy Kids 
Community Challenge built a seed 
saving area within the Education and 
Demonstration garden

All of these projects, as well as the 
maintenance of the Food Bank Gardens, 
were achieved with the help of over 1020 
volunteer hours. Thanks to all our amazing 
volunteers for supporting this program in 
2017!

OUR GOAL: STRENGTHENING SPRINGBANK COMMUNITY GARDENS OPERATIONS

Photo by T. Woodcock

Photo by T. Jarvis

Photo (above): Southwood Secondary School Co-op Student Kyra Pope plants the new Seed Saving Garden in 

rare’s Education & Demonstration Garden.



rare Annual Report 2016-2017  5  

THE RESTORATION OF BAUMAN CREEK
The portion of Bauman Creek that crosses the Grand River floodplain was historically diverted to increase cropland, with a culvert installed 

for farm equipment access. When the area was retired from agriculture, it was allowed to naturalize. Eventually, the culvert shifted and water 

gradually stopped flowing. 

After an assessment, rare undertook restoration efforts to improve and reconnect habitat to the Grand River. The restored channel has deep 

pools that retain water during summer dry periods and shallow sections with faster, turbulent currents. More than 400 metres of habitable 

channel have been restored at rare. The developing wetland remains at a reduced size, fed by ground water and periodic flooding from the 

creek. An Earth Day Tree Planting event was held to improve the riparian buffer with further volunteer efforts during the year to help with 

invasive species control.

Photos (above):  A comparison of Bauman Creek in November 2016, as construction activities on the channel restoration were near completion (left) and after one year (right).

The Land Management and Gardens departments will continue with restoration and stewardship projects in the next fiscal year, as these 
long-term, landscape scale changes need close monitoring and maintenance. Restoration work, including more riparian tree planting, 
invasive plant removal and channel alignment improvement, will continue at Bauman Creek. The Savvas Chamberlain Pollinator 
Conservatory will expand to include a volunteer-planted Pollinator Grove and a rain garden installation at North House. In collaboration 
with REEP Green Solutions, North House will also be used as an education facility for storm water management. Opportunities for the 
community to learn and be involved in ecology will continue through volunteer stewardship events, the expansion of the turtle hatchery 
and a new volunteer-driven native plant propagation project. 

In the Food Bank Garden, the United Way Waterloo Region Communities Giving Circle Project will contribute funding and expertise to 
assist with educational opportunities at the gardens — ensuring a bountiful harvest and a pleasant experience for all.  The Libro Credit 
Union Prosperity Fund, Life Co-op Community Fund and Trillium Mutual ROOTS Community Fund will be supporting other garden 
improvements. A new partnership with Seeds of Diversity Canada will see more heritage vegetable varieties being grown, with seeds from 
these plants saved for future use. The resulting surplus produce will be donated to food banks.

WHAT’S AHEAD?

SPOTLIGHT:
1 The Cambridge Sunrise Rotary Club 

generously donated and planted trees for 
the Food Bank Garden fruit orchard. Later in 
the year, they returned and repeated their 
efforts in the Pollinator Grove, part of the 
Pollinator Conservatory.

2 Fiix Software donated their hard work 
at a corporate outing, removing invasive 
Phragmites plants on rare property. They 
have also been working with us to develop 
novel experiences for our trail users using 
technology. 

1 2Photo by T. Jarvis Photo by A. Fraser

Photos by T. Woodcock
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Research

In February 2017, we hired our first ever Ecological 
Monitoring Technician, funded by the John and Pat 
McCutcheon Charitable Foundation. The Ecological 
Monitoring Technician role is dedicated to revising 
the existing monitoring program at rare and 
making recommendations for the future. Informed 
by an extensive review of the scientific literature, 
proven protocols, communication with partners 
from academia, non-profit, government and 
environment consulting firms, we looked at nearly 
10 years of data with a critical eye and identified 
opportunities for optimization in our programs for 
water quality, air quality and terrestrial health. 

We will continue this process throughout 2018 
as we start to implement change that reflects 
current methods and priorities and focus on 
communicating the results of this important 
long-term monitoring effort to the community in 
accessible forms, for example through report cards. 

Photo (right): A Ruby-throated Hummingbird feeding her 

young.

OUR GOAL: OPTIMIZE A MONITORING PROGRAM TO INCLUDE A FULL SUITE OF BIOLOGICAL 
INDICATORS AND MAKE BEST USE OF  rare RESOURCES

We increased our research impact this year with support from the Cambridge & North 
Dumfries Community Foundation — Ages Foundation that resulted not only in one 
Fellowship, but three additional graduate student bursaries that supported environmental 
research ranging from the impacts of invasive earthworms to the ability of different 
habitats to suppress noise pollution. This scholarship program is an important tool in 
attracting new research to rare, meeting goals to broaden our reach and further internal 
research interests. In total, seven new studies began on the rare reserve this year involving 
four institutions and 10 additional studies are ongoing from previous years. Researchers 
from three projects made use of onsite accommodations during the field season. The 
number of peer-reviewed publications produced from research occurring on the rare 
reserve increased to 25. 

Photo (left): Owen Lucas, Canada Summer Job Student, measuring the rate of flow at Cruickston Creek.

OUR GOAL: INCREASE THE AMOUNT OF APPLIED RESEARCH 
CONDUCTED AT rare

RESEARCH PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

Julie Kreiner, Paul Kron, and Brian Husband (University of Guelph): Unreduced 
gamete production in Brassicaceae species. This study is the first of its kind and 
showed that 2n gametes may be more common in species capable of asexual 
reproduction, where natural selection against them is weakened.

Meghan Grguric (University of Guelph): Management of giant hogweed using 
chemical and manual control options with a focus on seed viability after 
regeneration. Results of this study showed that if you cut giant hogweed at the base 
of the stem when it’s developing seeds, it won’t come back! 

Celebrating successes! Below are a few highlights from rare research projects in 2017.

1

2

Photo by D. Thomas

Photo by J. Quinn
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BLITZING AWAY	

Looking ahead for 2018, we will complete 
our triennial water monitoring program for 
the fifth time, collecting macroinvertebrate 
samples from creeks and wetlands on the 
rare reserve. The goal of this program is 
to collect long-term data to examine the 
ecological health of aquatic habitats at 
rare, and to inform management plans, 
restoration activities and future research 
projects. A new partnership with the 
School of Environment, Resources and 
Sustainability at the University of Waterloo 
will see a third-year class conduct their 
field course at rare in July, tackling invasive 
species challenges and monitoring the 
success of native tree plantings. 

Finally, we are excited to lead the way for 
Waterloo Region in the 2018 City Nature 
Challenge. More than 60 cities around 
the world will take part in this friendly 
competition from April 27-30, to highlight 
biodiversity of species within cities 
worldwide.

WHAT’S AHEAD?

Celebrating successes! Below are a few highlights from rare research projects in 2017.

AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

From 2008 to 2017, many skilled volunteers collected 
data on bird migration each spring and fall at rare. 
Volunteers banded birds at the ECO Centre and 
Springbank Gardens and walked set routes weekly 
each season; counting birds seen or heard across 
various habitats from forests to meadows and 
along the Grand River. For over ten years, we have 
been fortunate to have a dedicated group of birders 
participate in this effort. 

 Thank you for sharing your skills with us!

Photo (left): Bill Wilson holding a Cedar Waxwing.
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Photo credited to Upper Canada College

Photo by O. Abdulrahman

On July 15-16 2017, we celebrated our first-ever 24 hour BioBlitz — an event focused on finding and identifying as many species as possible in 

a given area and over a short timeframe. We had 48 species experts conduct scientific surveys and lead groups of all ages and experience to 

count the number of plants, animals and other organisms that could be found. A Kiwenzie, meaning ‘wise one’ in Anishinaabe, joined us from 

the Chippewas of Nawash Unceded First Nation and led a special walk-about. Over 200 people made more than 3000 observations of 969 

species, with the Monarch Butterfly and American Goldfinch being the most commonly reported animals.

Nearly 350 species were newly documented for the property. As one of 35 BioBlitz events that took place across the country for Canada150, 

our totals contributed to the 39,759 observations made by 9,935 people from coast to coast to coast. 

Photo (above): Jessica Middleton searching wetlands for frogs, salamanders and turtles during the Norval BioBlitz.
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OUR GOAL: SPREADING 
THE ECO MOVEMENT 
ACROSS WATERLOO REGION 
AND THE GRAND RIVER 
WATERSHED 

The Every Child Outdoors (ECO) program 
has become so successful that the message 
of our unique approach to outdoor 
environmental education increasingly 
attracts new participant groups. This 
includes 804 new students from 10 schools 
that have not visited rare before. 

Our impact extends across Waterloo 
Region and Wellington, with participants 
from all cities and townships. Besides 
school participants, the ECO program has 
also gained popularity with independent 
community groups, such as Grow 
Community Centre, Life with a Baby, and 
KW Humane Society. And whether kids 
can get to rare or not, the message of Every 
Child Outdoors continues to spread.

Photo (right): ECO Campers birding with citizen 

science.

OUR GOAL: INGRAINING THE CHAIN OF LEARNING IN ALL EDUCATION PROGRAMS AT rare
The Chain of Learning, which builds 
knowledge and a sense of wonder and 
excitement in everyone involved, from 
the most senior scientist to the youngest 
student, continues to grow at rare through 
the connection between research and 
education. In 2017, we invited scientists to 
share their knowledge in current research 
with children participating in summer 
Every Child Outdoors (ECO) Camps, 
on topics as diverse as pollinators and 
pollination through native bee species and 
song sparrows, all the way to ambush bugs 
and other insects. Children were given the 
opportunity to participate in corresponding 
hands-on research and monitoring methods 
used by these researchers while learning 
about professional techniques, equipment 
— and careers! 

We are particularly excited to share that 
rare has expanded the Chain of Learning 
beyond scientific research to highlight other 

forms of inquiry, including Indigenous 
knowledge and history. This year, for the 
first time a Haudenausonee knowledge 
keeper was invited to share ways of 
knowing with children during Summer 
ECO Camp. Children were offered teachings 
on smudging, traditional plant medicines, 
the medicine wheel, two-row wampum, 
the three sisters garden, Mohawk language 
and sacred space, incorporating Indigenous 
ways of knowing and being into our land-
based education programs. These changes 
were welcomed with great enthusiasm by 
parents and children alike. 

Through fiscal 2017 rare’s education 
department continued to build the Chain 
of Learning, adding additional grade levels 
to our Mirrored Research program to 
include the elementary level. The Benthic 
Invertebrate Monitoring program, a fun, 
research-based activity that explores small 
ground-dwelling critters in the sediment of 

creeks and streams, was revised to include 
appropriate activities for grades 6-8, upon 
request from rare educators and elementary 
school teachers who would like to share this 
popular program with younger children. 
Elementary students were able to calculate 
estimates of ecosystem health based on 
samples they collected in the Grand River 
and analyzed, which demonstrates the 
cross-curriculum impact of our programs 
that touch many subjects including applied 
math. 

Thanks to support from the International 
Plowing Match (1995 and 2012) Fund held 
at the Kitchener Waterloo Community 
Foundation, smaller-size chest waders were 
acquired to allow younger grades safely 
to participate in hands-on water-based 
monitoring methods.

Education

Photo by E. Leslie
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As the coming year progresses, we plan on enriching current ECO programs and developing new school modules, working with 
Musagetes, members of the school boards and local Indigenous Peoples to determine both curricular and community needs.

In particular, we want to encourage repeat visits so that students gain a deeper understanding of all aspects of the work at rare, especially 
by pairing new Indigenous knowledge and Arts-based programs with the current science themed modules, demonstrating the richness 
that these different forms of inquiry provide and offering important and unique experiences for students as they create connections on 
the land at rare in different ways.

Reconciliation is important for all Canadians to engage in, and we look forward to contributing through meaningful programs that reflect 
the connection of Indigenous worldviews and histories of the lands, along with respect for traditional knowledge of the first stewards of 
these lands.

WHAT’S AHEAD?

“I like getting outdoors and being 
in tune with nature. I am really big 
into ornithology so I like seeing 
the birds. I think I learn better 
outside rather than inside because 
I am more comfortable outdoors.”
 
— Darwin Ingrao, age 9

Photo by E. Leslie

Photo by E. Leslie
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Thank you, volunteers!
Thank you to our wonderful rare volunteers! Volunteers at rare are 
valued and play an essential role in accomplishing our goals. We 
could not do what we do without your help and support. This year 
we had more volunteer hours contributed to rare than ever before! 
Every minute a volunteer contributes their unique skills, expertise 
and abilities, a direct contribution to rare and the community is 
made. Whether it is monitoring species, helping with administration, 
assisting with ECO programs, removing invasive species, weeding in 
the gardens, supporting events — and so much more — each of you 
are integral in protecting and stewarding the rare property. 

Thank you for providing your helping hands to make an amazing 
impact this fiscal year at rare.

Photo (right): Our lovely foodbank garden volunteer, Laura Brown.

THANK YOU for the support of all participants, pledgers, 
sponsors, and volunteers who made the 2016 Walk & Run for rare 
possible. This annual, signature event for rare was able to raise 
just over $38,000 in support of the Turn the Map Green campaign, 
ensuring 18,500 square meters of land is protected intact, in 
perpetuity.  Teams supported five different Turn the Map Green rare 
locations — Blair Flats, the rare Every Child Outdoors (ECO) Centre, 
Cliffs & Alvars, Crabapple Fields and Wetlands. 

Turn the Map Green is rare’s grassroots effort to ensure the 
protection of its first three properties, comprising of more than 
900 acres of environmentally significant land. For as little as $2/
square metre, parts of rare can be symbolically adopted, protecting 
the reserve and all the species that call rare home for future 
generations to come. 

The 2018 date is set for September 30 and we hope to see you 
there! 

Thank you for your tremendous ongoing support!

Photo by N. Dunham

Photo by L. Klein
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Spring 2018 Updates
The “Sonic Sewer” of Urban Life
By Joy Roberts, Ph.D.

Almost a decade ago, world-renowned 
Canadian composer, Dr. R. Murray Schafer, 
spent time at rare, planning and hosting 
his Harbingers of Spring Sound Walk. 
As participants hiked rare’s trails, they 
encountered performances and sound 
installations that highlighted the sounds of 
the river, the forest and the cultural history 
of the area.

Schafer expressed his delight at the 
opportunity rare offers, on over 900 acres, 
to get away from what he calls the “sonic 
sewer” of urban life. “To have this natural 
setting so close to so many people, is very 
special and very important to protect,” he 
said. These sentiments led him to accept 
the invitation to become one of rare’s 

International Ambassadors — people who 
represent important avenues for rare’s 
outreach around the world.

Considered the “father of acoustic ecology” 
— the study of the relationship between 
humans and their environment expressed 
in sound — Schafer has been concerned 
about the damaging effects of noise on 
people. The term “noise pollution” has 
been around for a long time; but Schafer 
expressed concern that we have become 
so conditioned to accept it that we expose 
ourselves, and especially our children, to 
constant health risks. 

Schafer’s music could be heard at rare 
again this past summer, along with that of 
composers Mark Sirett, Rupert Lang and 

music inspired by some Indigenous beliefs 
including a Ute prayer, “Earth Teach Me” — 
all part of a choral Sound Walk, produced 
by Mark Vuorinen, Artistic Director of the 
Grand Philharmonic Choir.

Theatre director, Peter Sellars, is known 
to have said: “The purpose of art is to find 
a way to wake people up who are going 
through their lives sleepwalking and say: 
‘Stop it. You can’t walk past this. This is 
your life.’” 

Perhaps no one has done more to help us do 
so than Dr. R. Murray Schafer.  And in the 
ten years since his music first played in the 
rare landscape, the needs have only become 
more urgent.   

Enjoy the Silence
By Jonas Hamberg, Ph.D. Candidate with the Conservation and Restoration Lab at the University of Waterloo

The rare Charitable Research Reserve is a destination for both 
humans and wildlife to experience nature, to reflect quietly and to 
re-energize. It’s also an oasis in the otherwise unfortunately loud 
and rapidly expanding tri-city area. The rare reserve is perhaps 
most notably bisected by a busy road, but also surrounded by 
quarrying, construction and the busiest airline route in Canada. 
Noise — by definition unwanted sound — leaves no visible trace 
after its emission, but can still cause long-lasting damage to both 
humans and wildlife. 

A quick look at a local real estate website shows 183 matches for 
‘quiet’ in listings, but 0 for ‘loud.’ In Kitchener, the most common 
bylaw complaint is noise, growing from 2,068 complaints in 2002 
to 3,783 in 2012. Noise pollution has been found to lead to sleep 
deprivation, cognitive impairment, tinnitus and stress in humans. 
As for wildlife, unnatural noise has been shown to cause stress, 
avoidance and changed behaviour by birds, and it negatively affects 
everything from bats to frogs to even fish. While there is some 
noise regulation for workers (e.g. Ontario OSHA regulation) and 
residential noise bylaws, there is generally no legal protection from 
noise for humans or wildlife in natural areas.

The good news is that since noise does not leave visible traces, 
improvement can be instant. Even when we cannot get at the 
source, there are natural ways to reduce the effect of noise. Trees 
and hedges have commonly been planted to reduce noise; and 
natural areas with more foliage tend to block noise better than 
parking-lots and other open human-made areas. Acquiring more 
natural areas and keeping them from being developed is also a 
method of pre-emptively creating quiet zones and buffers.

My hypothesis is that tall-grass prairies can be as effective as forests 
in blocking horizontally spreading noise, i.e. anything but airplanes, 
especially in late fall to spring when dead prairie plants are left 
standing and create more of a barrier than harvested and empty 
fields. So, noise abatement may be another great ecosystem service 
that tall-grass prairie provides, along with creating habitat for 
pollinators, sequestering carbon and many other benefits. 

In the coming year I will be at rare testing this hypothesis by 
making noise and measuring it. If you see me, come up and say 
hi! I’m only trying to build a stronger case for conservation and 
restoration. If not, enjoy the silence where you can get it!   

The Grand Philharmonic Choir performing at rare. Photo by T. Jarvis
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Volunteer Profile: Erica Shelley
By Tom Woodcock, rare Planning Ecologist 

Before becoming a beekeeper (apiarist), 
Erica Shelley travelled a different path. 
Originally from Mesa, Arizona, she attended 
Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, 
and then obtained a Ph.D. from Oregon 
Health Sciences University. She taught 
university courses such as Microbiology 
and Physiology at the University of 
Toronto and University of Waterloo, and 
homeschooled her three boys. Then, during 
a homeschooling field trip in 2010, they 
saw an observation hive, and she became 
hooked on honey bees — and the notion of 
free honey! Straight away she ordered two 
hives.

Erica started her own company, Best for 
Bees, to spread knowledge of healthy 
beekeeping, starting small with a few 
courses each year and one hive-building 
workshop. Today the business has expanded 

to include multiple workshops each year, 
a tech transfer program, a school program 
with an observation hive, management of 
small apiaries and humane removal of bees 
from structures. This year she is offering 
fewer courses in order to focus on other bee 
related projects, including writing a book.

“My beekeeping philosophy is about 
balancing nature with the health of 
the hive. When bees are treated as an 
agricultural product, they become more 
susceptible to diseases and environmental 
problems. By purposely bringing honey 
bees back to their more natural state we can 
increase their overall health.”

Since 2015, Erica has kept two hives at the 
rare Community Gardens to help with 
pollination and education. Most of the 
honey produced is left with the hive or used 
to help supplement weaker hives.  

“We have several challenges for our 
pollinators in Canada, and the government 
has developed a pollinator plan which 
still needs some work. As one pollinator 
destroying chemical is outlawed, farmers 
start using others that are equally 
detrimental. The other big challenge is 
urban sprawl: as cities expand, bees lose 
habitat. I sincerely think that our bees 
would not be in danger if there was simply 
more food for them. We have a tendency to 
plant non-native flowers or grow lawns that 
provide zero food for our pollinators. Farms 
only have one or two crops that bloom for 
a short time or that don’t provide pollinator 
food at all. We need to find a healthy 
balance between keeping healthy honey 
bees, respecting our native pollinators and 
having food for all the people in Canada.”   
 

rare Goes to Washington
By Jenna Quinn, Program Scientist — Research Priorities, Partnerships & Monitoring

In January 2018, Allie Abram, Ecological Monitoring Technician, 
and I traveled to Washington, D.C. for a meeting with the North 
American Butterfly Monitoring Network (NABMN). What a treat to 
talk butterflies in the midst of a cold blustery winter! 

NABMN is a collective of butterfly monitoring programs in North 
America, including data collectors, data users and informatics 
specialists directed by Leslie Ries at Georgetown University. The 
group shares data, standardized protocols and lessons learned to 
support their ultimate goal of expanding program participation and 
developing shared approaches to data management, visualization 
and analysis. 

Another benefit of NABMN is management of a data collection 
system for butterfly monitoring projects called PollardBase. The 
name comes from Ernie Pollard, a British lepidopterist (butterfly 
scientist) who developed walking butterfly survey protocol in the 

1970s. Approximately 15 projects across North America, including 
rare — the only one in Canada — use the Pollard Walk method 
to monitor butterflies, to enter, track and share data, as well as to 
encourage and communicate with volunteer citizen scientists. 

The meeting was an exciting chance to discuss the challenges and 
successes of nearly 10 years of butterfly monitoring at rare, and 
to look ahead as we trailblaze for other future Canadian projects. 
Butterfly monitoring at rare began in 2006 to document local 
butterfly abundance and diversity. We have great opportunities to 
use collected data on a local scale — informing best management 
practices right here at rare, combining our data with that of other 
organizations to gain a better understanding of large-scale trends in 
butterfly populations across North America. As raresites grows in 
Waterloo and Wellington Regions, these new resources will help us 
engage more citizen scientists in our butterfly monitoring program 
and scale up our monitoring efforts with relative ease.   

Photo by E. Shelley

Photo by J. Pippen



rare review  13  

Nature Notes
By Bill Wilson & Ross Dickson, Community 
Volunteers

Thanks to a suggestion by Heather Bagg, 
mid-day “sky watches” were organized for 
late October and early November to scope 
the sky for GOLDEN EAGLES. November 
7 at the Confluence was exceptional: Ross 
Dickson, Jerry Guenther and Bill Wilson 
tallied 6 GOLDEN EAGLES between 11:10 
a.m. and 2:30 p.m. Wilson had a 7th around 
3:30 p.m.

DUNLIN, a spring and fall migrant through 
Waterloo Region was present at the 
Confluence October 13 to November 12 in 
small numbers; however, on November 
1 and 2, Jerry Guenther and Bill Wilson 
ob-served 43 foraging in the mud among 
the cobbles.

Jason Bracey and Larry Hubble reported 
68 SANDHILL CRANES, 84 AMERICAN 
PIPITS, and 4 RUSTY BLACKBIRDS at rare 
during the annual Fall Count November 5. 
A SHORT-EARED OWL found January 17 
near the Springbank Community Gardens 
by Ross Dickson was a one-day wonder.

Autumn waterfowl sightings at the 
Confluence included a GREATER WHITE 
FRONTED GOOSE October 23 by Bill 
Wilson and 5 HOODED MERGANSERS 
November 21 by Cambridge birder, Nathan 
Hood. Mike Weissmann watched Drake 
BUFFLEHEADS from rare’s River Trail 
November 10.

In late fall, the first sighting of 
TRUMPETER SWANS was December 10

near the islands at the rare cliffs by Andy 
Kelly. By late December and early January 
as many as 48 TRUMPETER SWANS 
(December 30) and 8 MUTE SWANS 
(December 15) were present. Sightings were 
reported by several Linear Trail walkers 
and Jerry Guenther, Don Thomas and Bill 
Wilson.

Ice jams extending upstream past the 
Confluence throughout much of January 
were unprecedented in the memory 
of Preston “old timers.” Foraging and 
roosting habitat (open water) for wintering 
waterfowl was significantly reduced and, 
for some periods of time, eliminated. 
Nevertheless, pockets of open water would, 
at times, provide habitat for roosting. In 
the early morning January 12, Bill Wilson 
counted 224 COMMON GOLDENEYE 
rafting in the baylet and on the evening 
January 27, Jerry Guenther counted 109 in a 
tight raft in the outflow of the Speed River. 
Ice blocks attracted a locally uncommon 
RED FOX photographed January 28 by Bill 
Wilson.

Surveillance of the Confluence area on 
the chilly morning of December 31 by 
Bill Wilson produced un-common winter 
sightings of a RED-SHOULDERED HAWK 
and a PEREGRINE FALCON each with prey, 
and a GLAUCOUS GULL. 

A rare trail camera captured a COYOTE at 
3:37 a.m. December 24. 

Read the BOBOLINK multi-year monitoring 
report compiled by Bill Wilson, found on 
rare’s website under the RESEARCH tab.

  

NATURE SIGHTINGS: 
#rareMoment

Do you have a memorable nature sighting 

you wish to share? Tweet or Instagram 

using the hashtag #rareMoment or submit 

to rare@raresites.org with the subject line:  

rare Moment

HAVE SOME rare FINDS OF 
YOUR OWN?

Contact rare Nature notes by emailing 

rare@raresites.org with “Nature notes”  

in the subject line.

Male Buffleheads in flight. Photo by M. Weissmann

Broken ice piles in Grand River channel January 20 at 8:11 a.m. Photo by B. Wilson

A coyote at night. Photo by Trail Cam



14  rare Annual Report 2016-2017

Thank you to our 2016-2017 supporters

$250,000+
The Gosling Foundation
The Kitchener and Waterloo 
     Community Foundation
	 - The Musagetes 	
	   Fund
Michael Barnstijn & 
     Louise MacCallum

$50,000 - $249,999
Government of Canada
Ontario Trillium Foundation
Region of Waterloo
The Savvas Chamberlain      	
      Family Foundation

$20,000 - $49,999
Edward Burtynsky
Great Lakes Guardian 
     Community Fund
The Kitchener and Waterloo        	
     Community Foundation
	 - The John A.         	
                Pollock Family 	
	   Fund	   
Ruth Harris & Colin Baxter
John & Janet Panabaker
Dean & Noreen Peroff

Director’s Circle 
($5,000 - $19,999)

Agelic
Keith & Sheila Ainsworth
Ljubodrag Andric & 
     Geneviève Caron
Brian Kenneth Barron
Cambridge & North 	
     Dumfries Community 	
     Foundation
	 - Ages Foundation  	
                Fund
Gordon & Cecilia Chaplin
CHRISTIE
Colleges and Institutes 	
     Canada
Arthur Dalfen
Cambridge Career 	
     Connections
Environment Canada 
Fiix Software
Good Foundation Inc.
Bruce Gordon
The John and Pat 
McCutcheon 	
     Charitable Foundation
James Nigel (Biff) Hamilton* 	
     & Thiam Lim
Linamar Corporation
MacPherson Builders  	
     Limited
National Trust for Canada
Natural Resources Canada
John & Leslie Pearson
JoyRoberts & Douglas  	
     McMullen
Union Gas
David Westfall
Maggie Williamson

Ambassadors Circle 
($1,000 - $4,999)

Gerald & Carol Ann 	
    Achtymichuk
Sandra Ainsley Gallerie
John & Dian Bell
Peter & Colleen Bisset
Gregory & Manouchak 	
    Buzbuzian
Cambridge & North  	
    Dumfries Community 	
    Foundation 
	 - Poynter Fund 
Cambridge Sunrise Rotary 	
    Club
Canadian General Tower 	
    Limited 
Canadian Wildlife 	
    Federation 
Catholic Community 	
    Foundation of Waterloo 	
    Region
Fran & Ed Clark
Rob Connell
Digital Governance Group
The Easy Pour Wine Bar
Cavell Fraser
Valerie Gibaut & Doug Brock
Phil Gillin & Ava Sands
Ken Lewis & Carol Glass
Valerie Hall & Dan Brennan
Jackie Hatherly-Martin & 
     Keith Martin
David & Vivien Haughton 
Randall Howard & Judy 	
     McMullan
Huron Stewardship Council
The Kitchener and Waterloo 
     Community Foundation
	 - Kids-To-Camp 	
                Fund
KPMG
Langdon Hall Country House 
Hotel & Spa
Connie Leon
George & Leanne Lewis
Allen & Perry Lupyrypa
Mike & Melissa Malleck
Ruby McMullen
Musagetes Foundation
Natural Resource Solutions
Josh & Heather eld
Gordon & Daphne* Nicholls
Bridget & Cathal O’Connor
Madeleine & AndrewPoynter
Malcolm & Jane Roberts
Jonathan Shantz & Family
Southwood Secondary 	
     School
Township of Woolwich
Sarah Walker
WalterFedy
Kitchener & Waterloo 	
     Community Foundation
Weiler & Company 	
    Chartered Accountants
Susan Whelan
Whole Kids Foundation
Michael & Margaret 	
    Wilkinson
WWF-Canada and Loblaw 	
     Companies Limitied
Zeifmans LLP
Walter & Brenda* 	
     Zimmerman

Stewards ($500 - $999)
Christina Arthurs
Annita & Peter Bergen
Vineet Bhandari
Valerie & Scott Braid
Bob & Brenda Burchell
Cambrdige Small Motors
Nelson Cecilia
Noelle Grace
Quentin Johnson & Susan 	
    Strachan Johnson
Joyce MacCallum*
MacNeil & Dodd Pharmacy
David & Karen Maidment
Alan & Anne Morgan
Serge & Shannon Ranourt
Linda Ratcliffe & Basil 	
     McDonald
Larry Shantz*
Val* & Sheila O’Donovan
Kirsten Skinner
Stephanie Sobek-Swant & 	
     Nick Swant
Strategic Charitable Giving 	
     Foundation
Angela Tsementzis & Aaron 	
     Letki
United Way of Waterloo 
Region Communities
John & Lynda Van de Kamer
Annette Van Gerwen
Gayle & Jason Wadden
Rob Wheeler & Robbin 
Morrison
Tom & Laurella Woodcock
Nancy Yan
Simon & Jan Zucker

Friends ($250 - $499)
Farzad & Connie Alvi
Bob & Sheila Burtt
John & Sondra Callander
Cambridge & North 	
    Dumfries Community 	
    Foundation
	 - Enviro Legacy 	
	   Fund
	 - J.D. Walden Fund
Cheme Engineering 
Ross Dickson
Jill Douglas
Robert & Janet Eberhardt
John English & Irene Sage
Ernst & Young LLP
Nancy Mae Froklage
Phil Gillin & Ava Sands
Cheryl Greenwood & Steven 	
     McMurray
Anne & Murray Hewton
Jamie & Sandy Hill
HIVA Environmental Fund
Larry Hubble
IBM Canada Ltd.
Douglas & Alison Jackson
Eva & Nan Johnson
Kirk Maltby
Jamieson Martin
Jeff Matyas & Tim Tanz
Gordon & Susan Morris
Mike Murray & Frances 	
    Turner

Roger & Dianne Oei
Cathy Puskas
Carol Rashleigh-Berry
Ruth Ristau
Ian & Verlyn Rowett
R.W. Dyer Reality Inc.
Lawrence & Kesa Senders
Soundco System Sales and 	
     Service
Mary Stevens & Fred 	
     Johnson
Jean Stolworthy
Vangow Family
Shawn Van Sluys & Zvezdan 	
     Pavlov
Bill & Heather Wilson

Buddies ($249 & Under)
2187292 Ontario Inc
Leslie Abram
Paul & Katrina Abram
George Aitkin
Marina Albuquerque
Agnes Alt
Tracey Ames
Anonymous
Anonymous
Alexander Arkanov
Lynette Armour
Jan Ashton
Dorothy Bakker
Clair Balfour & Marci 
MacDonald
John Baljkas
Stephanie Bangarth
Tom Barber
Jeannine & Roy Barkhouse
Thelma Barnes
Stephanie Barr
Paule Barsalou
Carol Barsby
James & Kristen Baskerville
Lee Baskerville
Hildegard & Pasquale 	
     Battista
Jason Bedford
Scott Beemer
Tom Bell
Paul & Lee-ann Bender
Carl & Judy Bender
Anne Benedetti
Marjorie Bennett
James Beretta
Deborah Berry
Ellen Berry
Michael Bezeau
Nicole Bitter
William & Janet M. Black
Art & Isabel Blackledge
Ian Blainey
Leah Blechschmidt
Ian Braid
Stephanie Braid
Maxine Brake
Paul Brennan
R. J. Brennan
Erin Brennan
Sharon Brennan
Vicki Brophey
Kathleen Brown
Susan Bryant
Jonny Budgell
Cameron & Tammy    	

     Buitenhuis
Bob Bullbrooth
Rena Burkholder
Jim & Carol Burrell
Stephen & Charlotte Buss
Linda Butler
Christine Bygrave
Michelle Cacciacauro
Erica Calder
In’am & Chester Carere
Gary Caroline
Joyce & David Carse
Anne Cascanette
Ron Casier, Pauline Intven-
Casier & Julian Casier
Alice Casselman
Ruth Chadwick
Rob Clark & Loraine Clark
Keith & Theresa Clayfield
Beth Cleave
Kevin & Cindy Coleman
Julie Collishaw
Community CarShare
Conestoga Student Inc.
Conestogo River Horseback 	
     Adventures
David Connolly
Simon Courtenay
Joyce Crane
Paul Cray
Joan Crick
Mary & Al Cunningham
Ronald C. Dahmer & Dorothy              
     Harvey
Fredric Dahms
Jan Daley
Laryn Daly
Ken & Janet Dance
R. Milos Davis
Michael & Louise Dawe
Marco & Donna De Bruin
Andrew & Nancy de la 	
     Mothe
John & Nancy Denham
Barbara Dixon & Graham 	
     Arbery
Sara Djordjevich
Doctors4Cambridge
Lee & Sandy Drexler
Lacy Droste
Elspeth Durward
eBay Inc.
Paul Ecclestone
Brenda Eger
Ali Ehassi
Linda Ellard
Lorne Emery
Carmen Evans
Grace & Mark Evans
Shelby Evans
Michael Farrell
David & Joan Fennell
Graca Ferreira
Alison Feuerwerker
Jerry & Marg Finnen
Betty Finstad
Kathy Finstad
Kim Finstad
Emily Finstad
Renate Fischer
Jeanie Flanagan
Richelle Forrester
John Foster

The following individuals, foundations, government agencies, organizations and businesses helped rare make an impact and work toward 
its vision in the last fiscal year (September 1, 2016 to August 31, 2017). For a full list of all donors — considered Founders — to A Natural 
Investment, please see the list in our 2014/2015 report, available on request or online. As noted below, we welcome corrections so that the 
permanent donor wall, to be established at the end of the campaign, reflects you appropriately.
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Joan Fox
Robert Fraser
Stan Fraser
Anne Fullerton
Nancy & Steve Garrett
Donna Generoux
Jackie Gerlach
Amaris Gerson
Richard Gerson
Marian Gerson
Fraser Gibson
George & Mary Gloade
Bernie & Bertye Guckstein
Gary & Liz Goad
Glenn Goddard
Rick Goodfellow
Robert Gossage
Chris & Shirley Gosselin
Annie Grant
Gary Greer
Fred & Janet Greidanus
Shelby Grohn
Mark Guker
JoAnne Gurney
Ron & Mary Kate Hagedorn
Peter & Pat Hallam
Jonas Hamberg
Garbis Haneshian
Mary Harrison
John & Joyce Harrison
Ann Harvey & Harvey Milne
Emma Hawley-Yan
Brian Heaney
Ajay Heble & Sheila O’Reilly
Mallory Henderson
John S. Hepburn
Don Heroux
John* & Ruth Hess
Jessica Hewitt
Anne & Murray Hewton
Highland Public School
Robert Hilton
Eric & Naomi Hoffstein
Michael & Sandra Holden
Mark Hornburg
Jo & Michael Horner
Stehanie Houlberg
Christopher Howlett
Scott Hube
Donald & Patricia Hughes
Valerie Hughson
Jane Humphries
Jeff Hunter
Peter Hunton
Patricia Huynh
Ryan Ill
Scott Illsley
Howard Isaacs
Margaret Jackson
Dale Jarvis
William Jeakins
Susan Johnston
Jeanne Jones
Jessica Jordao
Grace & Jake Jutzi
Pat Kalyn
Freda & Gerald Kamminga
Gerrit Kamminga & Gracie 	
     Podger
Victoria Kannapin
Erika Kastner
Alex Kastner
Henry & Mary Lou Kastner

Dan Kelly
Tanya Kennedy
Susan & Arthur Key
Harold & Dorothy Kinzie
Cal & Laura Klager
Tom & Marlene Knezevich
Dean Knight
Terry Kratz
Marlini Krishnamoorthy
Ruth Kroft
Jamie & Shelley Kropf
Stephanie Kuhl
Rhokini Kunanesan
Cathleen Kurz
Amy Lacey
Roy Lam
Michael & Louise Lawrie
Ralph & Eileen LeBold
Deb & Frank Lenzi
Denise Leschak
Megan Leslie
Nancy Leslie
Aunna Lippert & Craig Riggs
William & Mary Lobban
Adeley Lobo
David Locking & Kelly 
Barnett
Tamara Louks
Chris Lowe
Tammy Lowe
Leigh-Ann Lowes
James MacCallum & Carole 	
     Lindsay
Aidan MacDonald
Amanada MacDonald
Scott & Sherry MacDonald
Andrew Macdougall
Beverley Maciel
Anne MacInnes
Chris & Gloria MacLeod
Wesley & Lynn Maidment
Thomas Aldridge & Claire 
Mussar and Manhattan’s 	
     Pizza Bistro and Music 	
     Club
Anonymous
Jacqueline Martin
Kayla Martin
Leslie Mason
Harold & Sheila Matthews
Maxxam Analytics
Bob & Betty McBain
Tom McCann
Mary McCullum Baldasaro
Laura McDonald
Brian & Cynthia McGee
Theresa McGillicuddy & Greg 	
     Richardson
Samantha McIlveen
Gordon & Mickey McIvor
Don & Kathy McKinnon
Doug McLaughlin
Reginald Mclean
Robert McMullen
Donald, Kathryn & Michael 	
     McTavish
Elmano Melo
Meritech Engineering
Anthony Messina
Tracy Mills
Dan Mines
Anonymous
Sorin & Irene Mitrana

Milton & Cathi Moffett
Sue Moir
Joan & Steve Montague
Hulene Montgomery & 	
     Michael Graham
Janice Moore
Inge Moore
Charlotte Moore
Naomi Morash
Chris Morra
Tom Moshos
Erin Murphy
Karen Murray
Alex & Jacqueline Mustakas
Gordon & Shirley Nelson
Karen & David Nicoll
Maureen Nordin
Tara Oakley
Geoff Obergan
Tim O’Connor
Mulin Ojey
Shavare Oliver
Kari Olsen
Susan & Keith O’Neil
Vanessa Ong
Peter O’Reilly
Jennifer & Bob Clayfield
Karen Paquette
Marg Pare
Dawn Parker
Mike & Jen Parkhill
Renate Parsons
Kaliope & John Parsons
Andy Pastor & Jodi Cooper
Mary Jane Patterson
Lorraine Paul
Chris Perry
Kevin & Sue Perry and 	
     Perry & Perry Sales 	
     Management
Mary & Del Peters
Ingrid Pfrimmer
Cheryl Podger
Hugh Pogue
David, Elizabeth, Joshua & 	
     Evan Pooley
Cam Portt
Yvonne Power
Probus Women’s Club of 	
     Kitchener
Marion Pulling
Ryan Walter & Leah Quinn
Daniel Radoslav
Albina Radoslav
Beverly Raimbault
Elayne Ras
Jonathan & Brittany 	
     Redfearn
Susan Riach
James & Nicolette 	
     Richardson
Cheyanne Richardson
Peter & Janet Richter
Inga Rinne
RM Family Inc
Clint & Sandra Rohr
Richard & Betty Anne Rooke
Julia Rose
Jamey Rosen
Paul & Rita Ross
Richard & Jaqueline Roy
Randy Saad
Iris Sadownik

Carinne Saini
Marilyn Sararus
Nicole Sartorelli
Frames by Verne
Andrew Scheifele
Linda & Herminio Schmidt
Irene Schmidt-Adeney
James Scott
Michael Seifried
Heidi Severn
Malcolm & Anne Shantz
Jeremy Shantz, Bridget 	
     Hinnegan & Tamsin 	
     Shantz
Katelyn Shilling
Marjorie Siertsema
Zenin & Janet Skomorowski
Meg Slater
Ted Slavin
Katrina & Ian Smallacombe
Ralph Smith
Dave & Catherine Smith
Jenny Ann Soriano
Sylvie Spraakman
Tannis Sprott
Jeff Stager
Carmen Stanley
Donald & Velma Stark
Megan Steen
Amanada Steen
Mary Catherine Stewart
Ed Strelau
Michelle Sulkowski
Doug & Jeanne Sutter
Suzuki String School of 	
     Guelph
Rose Takacs
Gabriel Tan-Chen
Iana Tchigak & Maxim 	
     Chigak
The Bee Cause Project Inc.
THE MUSEUM
Paul Theriault
Reg Theriault
Kevin & Stephanie 	
     Thomason
Chris & Linda Thompson
Christine Thompson
Karen Thompson
Susan Thorne
Owen Tobert
Michelle & John Tomins
Heather & Bob Trim
Juliana Trip
Allison Turner
Meg Tyler
Martin & Agatha Udvari
United Way Community 
Services of Guelph and 	
     Wellington
Will Van Hemessen
 Alice VanBeek
Puneet Vasudeva
Cynthia Vavasour
Lily Viggiano
Stephanie & James Walker
Keith & Lisa Wallbank
Shawna Walter
Ruth Warner
David & Judi Weaver
Michael & Kathy Weissmann
Frances Westly & Fred Bird
C. Brian Whitfield

Jeffrey & Claire Wiersma
Dorothy & Andy Wilson
Andrew Wilson
Pamela Wolf
Marion & Andrew Woodcock
Vivien Woodward
Sandra Woolfrey
Words Worth Books Limited
Paul Wragg
Britta Wright
Mary & Richard Wynia
Harshita Yalamarty
Simone Yauhi
Joan Young
Terry & Linda Yuzwak
Tanya Zboril

In memory of
James Nigel (Biff) Hamilton
John Hess
Daphne Nicholls
Val O’Donovan
 Brenda Zimmerman

In honour of
Joyce MacCallum
Ruby McMullen
Larry Shantz
Nick St. Pierre Beke

Notes
We ask that you please take 
the time to review your name 
on the list. Although every 
effort has been made to 
record it properly sometimes 
mistakes happen and we want 
to get it right. If you do see an 
error in your listing please let 
us know by contacting rare@
raresites.org or 
519-650-9336.

Please also note that we have 
a number of donors currently 
listed as anonymous — if 
you think your name should 
appear on this list please let 
us know. 

Denotes Bedrock Club 
Monthly Donor

* Deceased

Photo by J. GrealeyOur supporters, such as the Savvas Chamberlain Family Foundation enable us to keep rare intact in perpetuity with efforts such as our Pollinator Conservatory.
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5,000+
HOURS OF SUPPORT

Including: 30+ volunteer groups assisting with land management and the Springbank 

Farm gardens, 2,600+ hours by citizen scientists and 270 hours of lent hands at ECO 

programs.

362 NEW SPECIES 
DOCUMENTED AT rare

18  NEW OR            	
	 ONGOING 
RESEARCH PROJECTS

5 PAPERS 
PUBLISHED

8 INVASIVE 
PLANT SPECIES 

MANAGED

23 NATIVE 
PLANT SPECIES 

PLANTED

5,000 pounds 

of fresh, organic 

produce donated to 

local food banks

Year at a glance

Including: 1,815 Every Child Outdoors (ECO) program participants from 34 schools (not including the 170 youth who participated in 

March Break and Summer ECO Camps), 95+ community gardeners, 900+ community event participants including 200 bioblitzers and 

178 walkers and runners at the 2016 Walk & Run for rare. 

OUR PROGRAMS & EVENTS ENGAGED

+9,000
CHILDREN, YOUTH & COMMUNITY MEMBERS

+260
VOLUNTEERS

contributed 

more than 

of 54 different species counted 

during monitoring season

4,335 

butterflies

for the

+3,700
species  that call 

rare home

43,064m 
turned green

2
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Donations and Grants
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Financial highlights
Year ended August 31, 2017

STATEMENT OF REVENUE1

Donations and Grants		

Government Programs

Program Revenue

Rental Income

Other Income

Total

 $1,517,898

 $169,560

 $54,755 

 $46,275

 $253 

 $1,788,741

Conservation, Research & 

	 Education Programs2

Administration

Fundraising & Community Relations

Communications

Professional Fees

Total

 $804,382 

$130,810 

 $188,980 

$72,596

 $20,914 

 $1,217,682

Funds allocated to expenses in the next fiscal year    $571,0603	         

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

Current Assets (Cash and Receivables)

Capital Assets: Land

Capital Assets: Buildings, FF&E, etc.

Current Liabilities (Payables, etc.)

Mortgage Payable

Total Net Assets

 $827,368 

$5,957,174 

 $3,266,723

 ($434,334)

 ($4,160,600)

 $5,456,331 

Notes:

1. Inclusive of Operating and Capital Revenues

2. Includes cost of amortization ($200,104)

3. Allocation towards anticipated future expense in following fiscal year

STATEMENT OF EXPENSES

84.9%

Government Programs
9.5%

2.6%

3.1%

Rental Income

Program Revenue

1

2

3

4

5

Conservation, Research & 

Education Programs

66.1%

Fundraising & 

Community Relations

10.7%

15.5%

6.0%

1.7%

Communications

Professional Fees

Administration

Other Income
0.0%



Leadership
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Keith Ainsworth, Chair of the Board; Electrical 

Engineer; retired CEO, COM DEV International
Gerald Achtymichuk, Family Physician
Peter Krause, President, Krause Corporate Solutions
Brian McGee, Chartered Accountant; 
	 Partner, Zeifman & Company LLP
Angela Tsementzis, Architect; B.E.S. B.Arch, OAA, 

LEED AP

INTERNATIONAL AMBASSADORS
David Agro, Architect; conservationist
Ljubodrag Andric, Photographer; latest work  

Visible Cities
Michael Barnstijn, retired Partner, RIM; 

Philanthropist; Musagetes Foundation
David Buckland, Founder, Cape Farewell 
	 www.capefarewell.com; Director of Art from 
	 a Changing Arctic
Ed Burtynsky, OC; Photographer; Subject of award-

winning documentary, Manufactured Landscapes
Geneviève Caron, Award-winning Photographer
Severn Cullis-Suzuki, Environmental Activist; 

Speaker; Television host; Author
Ron Dembo, Founder, Zerofootprint 
Louise MacCallum, retired Software Engineer; 

Philanthropist; Musagetes Foundation
R. Murray Schafer, Composer; Educator; 

Environmentalist
Sheila O’Donovan, Founder, Lisaard House
Jane Urquhart, OC; Author
Frances Westley, Chair of Social Innovation 

Generation
Morden Yolles, Multi-award-winning Structural 

Engineer; Restaurateur; Photographer

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
(EAC)
Chris Dalton, Avocational Archaeologist, Licensed 

by the Province of Ontario
Jorge L. Hurtado-Gonzales, Data and Field 

Specialist, Environment and Climate Change 
Canada

John MacDonald, Archaeologist 
Stephen Murphy, Professor and Associate Chair, 

Undergraduate Studies, Environment and 
Resource Studies, University of Waterloo

Mark Pomeroy, Fisheries Biologist, Stantec 
Consulting Ltd.

Don Russell, Qalipu Mi’kmaq/Acadian French Artist
Bill Wilson, retired Teacher; Naturalist; Bird 

Monitoring Coordinator, rare Charitable  
Research Reserve 

Brett Woodman, Terrestrial and Wetland Biologist, 
Natural Resource Solutions Inc.

Tony Zammit, Aquatic and Terrestrial Ecologist, 
Grand River Conservation Authority

EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (EDAC)
Jason Bracey, Teacher, Department Head of 

Geography, Southwood Secondary School
Colinda Clyne, Curriculum Leader for First Nations, 

Métis and Inuit Education, Upper Grand District 
School Board

Louise Dawe, retired Teacher; Community volunteer
Christopher Giesler, Teacher, Southwood  

Secondary School
Dan Schneider, Outdoor Educator and Naturalist, 

GRCA, retired

RESEARCH ADVISORY COMMITTEE (RAC)
Stephen Murphy (see previous)
Rick Haldenby, Professor, Architecture, University 

of Waterloo
David Lieberman, Associate Professor, John H. 

Daniels Faculty of Architecture, Landscape and 
Design, University of Toronto

John Straube, Associate Professor, Civil and 
Environmental Engineering, University of 
Waterloo 

EASTERN COMMA COMMITTEE
Shawn Van Sluys, Executive Director, Musagetes
Karen Houle, poet & philosopher, University of 

Guelph
Elwood Jimmy, Musagetes Program Coordinator

CAMPAIGN AND COMMUNITY CABINET
Keith Ainsworth (see previous)
Sheila Ainsworth, Chair, Lisaard House
John K. Bell, FCPA, FCA; Chairman, The Onbelay 

Group
Greg Buzbuzian, Owner, Knar Jewellery
Rob Connell, Partner, KPMG
John English, CM; FRSC; Director, Bill Graham 

Centre for Contemporary International History, 
Trinity College/Munk School of Global Affairs, 
University of Toronto 

Bruce Gordon, Chairman, Manulife Assurance 
Canada; Sr. Exec. V.P., General Manager, Canada

Valerie Hall, President, Stonefields Management Inc.
Adrian Hammoud, Owner, Salon Butterfly
Peter Hatch, composer, music curator and teacher
Jackie Hatherly-Martin, CPA CA, HM Advisors
Thiam Lim, former rare Board Member
Keith Martin, CPA CA, HM Advisors
Douglas McMullen, FCPA, FCA; retired, Sr. V.P. 

CIBC
David Mitten, retired; Executive Director, Siding and 

Window Dealers Association of Canada
Leslie Pearson, Community Volunteer, Oakville
Dean Peroff, LLP, Partner, Peroff Professional Group
Simon Poladian, Owner, Eagle Towing Equipment
Joy Roberts, Ph.D., Board Chair, Musagetes 

Foundation; Founder and Director, Eramosa 
Institute

Paul Ross, Partner, KPMG
Irene Schmidt-Adeney, Writer, Ayr News 
Hugh Thompson, CEO, Thompson Centre for Art 

and Design

VOLUNTEER AND CONSULTING ADVISORS 
John Baljkas, Graphic design consultant, MFA, RGD 

Affiliate Member, Professor, Conestoga College
Ken Dance, President, Dance Environmental Inc.
Valerie Hall (see previous)
Joy Roberts (see previous)

RARESITES LAND SECUREMENT TEAM
Graham Buck, Ministry of Natural Resources and 

Forestry
Vince Deschamps, Midwestern Ontario Program 

Director, Nature Conservancy of Canada
Paul General, Six Nations Lands & Resources
Chris Gosselin, retired
Kate Hagerman, Manager of Environmental 

Planning and Sustainability, Region of Waterloo
Peter Krause, rare Board of Directors
Dr. Greg C. Michalenko, Grand River 

Environmental Network
Dave Montgomery, Premier Environmental Services 

Inc.
Krista Long, Ontario Farmland Trust
John Prescott, Nature Guelph
Josh Shea, Waterloo Stewardship Council
Roger Suffling, Waterloo Region Nature
Tony Zammit (see previous)

EMERITUS
Paul Koch, Marketing & Management Consultant; 

Civic entrepreneur, Ottawa
Doug Larson, Professor Emeritus, College of 

Biological Sciences, University of Guelph
Colleen Mercer Clarke, Coastal Ecologist, 

Landscape Architect, University of Waterloo
Alan Morgan, Professor Emeritus, Earth and 

Environmental Sciences, University  
of Waterloo

STAFF
Stephanie Sobek-Swant

Executive Director

Roger Oei

Senior Operating Officer

Allie Abram

Monitoring Technician

Chris Ainsworth

Sponsorship & Events Manager

Alissa Fraser

Conservation Technician

Taryn Jarvis

Property, Facility & Garden Coordinator

Laura Klein

Gosling Engagement Coordinator

Tamanna Kohi

Development & Communications Officer

Emily Leslie

Gill Ratcliffe Educator

Mackenzie Lespérance

Program Coordinator & Facilitator

Jenna Quinn

Program Scientist — Research Priorities, 

Partnerships & Monitoring

Kim Robichaud

Administrative Coordinator

Christine Thompson

Major Gifts Manager

Tom Woodcock

Planning Ecologist

CONTACT US
1679 Blair Road
Cambridge, ON  N3H 4R8

Phone: 519-650-9336
Toll Free: 1-866-927-3866
Fax: 519-650-5923
rare@raresites.org
raresites.org 

The rare Charitable Research Reserve acknowledges and 
offers gratitude to all the original stewards of the land in 
which rare resides, within the Haldimand Treaty, spanning 
six miles on either side of the Grand River from source to 
mouth. 

We would like to say Nia:wen (thank you) to the 
Haudenausonee Peoples of Six Nations of the Grand River 
First Nation for sharing their treaty lands with us. We 
acknowledge the ancestral land holders, the Mississauga 
of the Credit First Nation of the Anishinaabek Peoples by 
saying Miigwetch (thank you). 

Lastly, we acknowledge those Indigenous peoples who 
live, work and learn in the urban landscape around us such 
as the Métis, Inuit and other status and non-status First 
Nations People. 

As a community it is crucial that we honour and uphold our 
role as treaty people by caring for the land and all of its 
inhabitants including the plants, the animals, the water, 
the fire, each other and our ancestors. Please keep the 
land and its inhabitants in your minds and hearts as you 
enjoy your time with us at rare.
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“The organization has a bold vision and is 

on its way to becoming Canada’s leading 

environmental institute, bringing together 

the brightest minds in ecological and cultural 

research with artists, authors and the broader 

community.”

— Dr. John English

     Historian, professor, politician

    rare Campaign and Community Cabinet         	

    Member  

“I thoroughly enjoyed my time at rare and 

appreciated meeting so many volunteers. This 

organization has a very important role to play 

on the world stage and I intend to do my part 

to help it achieve its vision.” 

— Severn Cullis-Suzuki
    Environmental Activist

    rare International Ambassador

- 

“I want to say thanks. Thanks from all 

of us. This sort of thing helps everyone, 

whether they know it or not. So thanks. And 

congratulations.” 

—  Jane Jacobs, now deceased
     Urban Planner and Environmental Activist

American Rubyspot Damselfly Female. Photo by J. Dillon & J. Moser
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Turn the Map Green
You can

for as little as $2

Symbolically adopt your favourite place at rare, for yourself or as a gift.
www.turnthemapgreen.ca

facebook.com/raresites

twitter/raresites

youtube.com/user/raresites

raresites.wordpress.com/

instagram.com/rare_sites/

Bluebird. Photo by A. Gray


