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OUR MISSION

Through the combined efforts of the community, rare’s team of staff and advisors 
and local Indigenous Peoples we will discover the most inclusive practices and 
answers to environmental issues, stewarding the reserve’s diverse network of 
natural landscapes for ecological integrity and future generations. 

OUR VISION

To offer the community, including local Indigenous Peoples, the international 
community and future generations, a diverse network of connected natural 
areas, protected intact in perpetuity. As an international leader in conservation, 
research, restoration and education, rare will serve as a model system that not only 
demonstrates the link between ecological integrity and economic sustainability 
but includes meaningful reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples, both of which are 
critical for the enhancement and quality of life of the planet. 

Osprey. Photo by A. Gray

OUR VALUES

•	 Conserving biodiversity
•	 Strengthening science 
•	 Embracing Indigenous Knowledge
•	 Building diverse communities
•	 Training the next generation of land stewards



rare Annual Report 2017-2018  3  

REPORTING ON OUR GOALS
In Conservation & Connectivity; Strategy & Plans: 2015-2019, based on sessions held 
with community members, researchers, educators, practitioners and others who 
contribute to our work, we described our goals for the years ahead.

You can read the full version of Conservation & Connectivity; Strategy and Plans: 2015-
2019 online at raresites.org under About Us. Please read on to learn about our progress 
toward these goals in the 2017-2018 fiscal year (September 1, 2017, to August 31, 2018). 

Osprey. Photo by A. Gray

Dear supporters and friends,
This year our Annual Report is not only an evaluation of our work and a celebration of past accomplishments, but it also 
marks the beginning of our next five-year planning cycle. After staff sessions, we have now started to seek input from 
our advisors, volunteers, researchers, educators, Indigenous colleagues, artists and other partners. We envision extensive 
community input and the outcome will be documented in Strategy & Planning: 2020-2024.

It’s particularly appropriate to start our next Strategy & Planning document with a year that also stands for clear vision. Never 
has the realisation of rare’s vision been more urgent. A landmark report published recently by the UN Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) gives humanity a 12-year ultimatum before we experience irreversible catastrophe.

Since the beginning, and continuing today, we have said that conservation is our priority and research is our priority program. 
But we didn’t see them operating in isolation. We hoped, rather, to do what no other environmental organization was doing: 
we hoped to be a model that could be used around the world, demonstrating that it is possible to improve the environment 
and to mitigate damage humans do, while learning how to promote healthy biodiversity.

We began in our early years by acknowledging that there are many environmental sciences. Around the table at 
the Environmental Advisory Committee were geologists, archaeologists, biologists and practitioners with a variety 
of specialisations: plants, aquatics, birds, etc. We thought we were really diverse and we remain proud of the early 
Environmental Management Plan that catalogued species and habitats and made recommendations on practices to improve 
these lands we stewarded on behalf of the public. A period of intensive program development followed, and so the Every 
Child Outdoors (ECO) program was born. Conservation is what provided living laboratories and outdoor classrooms. The 
community understood this and funded it. All our work is connected in a Chain of Learning that continues to extend from the 
most senior teachers to the youngest students. 

That allowed us to articulate better that we not only had all the so-called environmental sciences involved but that we were 
cross-disciplinary. The arts and social sciences had crept in around the edges since, intuitively, we knew they engaged people 
with the sciences and helped interpret their value. We began to talk about them and other fields as lines of inquiry, alongside 
the biological sciences, and key to understanding and improving the environment. 

Along the way we also began to understand that conservation requires not only good underlying science, but also traditional 
knowledge. We learned that there is a real arrogance in assuming that “inclusion” means letting others into the way we do 
things. Having humility results in learning something new and better when we let others lead. Not only did this strategy 
create space for Indigenous resurgence and leadership, it also resulted in the formation of the raresites land securement team 
and the protection of more land in Waterloo Region/Wellington.

As we explored our connection to the land, our minds opened to those who have always believed this and lived in reciprocity 
with the Earth. Pilot programs not only integrated the arts into our land-based learning but also provided a firm foothold for 
Indigenous ways of knowing and being alongside the Western science that we had long been known for. We now call this 
practice of bringing together a variety of ways of understanding and living in the world, braiding. Learning what this means 
and attempting to live accordingly is something you will see as an overriding goal in the draft Plan that next comes to you.

We believe our values of conservation, research, education and different ways of knowing and being can shape more 
sustainable and resilient communities, starting with children and youth, and ultimately, result in a more sustainable planet. 

Thank you for your support, and we hope to see many of you come along on our next adventures!

Dr. Stephanie Sobek-Swant

Executive Director
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CONSERVATION
At rare, “conservation” is defined by our intention to be caretakers of the land and all the relationships within, 
including the biodiversity native to it. Conservation in this context is very different from “fortress conservation,” 
which is based on the belief that biodiversity protection is best achieved by creating protected areas where 
ecosystems can function in isolation from human disturbance. Humans have the potential and ability to enhance 
the environment when it is cared for and treated in reciprocity — which is the goal of conservation at rare — and 
something we encourage everyone to see as an inherent responsibility.

As part of a five year project, rare has developed a 
Pollinator Conservatory around our Community Gardens 
and our model of sustainable living, North House. The 
Pollinator Conservatory not only provides new and diverse 
pollinator habitat, but also contributes to education around 
pollinators and food production. Part of this is the North 
House Rain Garden, a component of wise residential 
landscape design which acts as a demonstration of 
sustainable storm water management for the community 
while also providing habitat for pollinators. 

We thank the following partners for their kind support of 
this project: the Savvas Chamberlain Family Foundation; 
The Cambridge Sunrise Rotary Club; Rogers Day of 
Caring; KPMG; REEP Green Solutions; TD Friends of the 
Environment Fund; CRH-Dufferin Holcim; Whole Kids 
Foundation; Fiskars — Project Orange Thumb; Region of 
Waterloo Community Environment Fund; Tree Mobile; 
RBC Bluewater; and City of Cambridge. We hope to include 
even more partners as the project continues to flourish and 
grow!

CREATING AND ENHANCING 
POLLINATOR HABITAT AT 
SPRINGBANK

KPMG employees planting trees at the rain garden. Photo by A. Fraser

The gardeners at rare built 24 new raised garden beds 
in our Education and Demonstration garden with funds 
from Trillium Mutual. Rockway Mennonite Collegiate and 
Southwood Secondary School students lent helping hands 
to fill the new beds with soil.

In the 2018 season, record-breaking numbers of volunteers 
helped in the Food Bank Gardens. With over 1,400 hours of 
volunteer service, we grew and donated over 7,700 pounds 
to the Cambridge Self Help Food Bank and almost 500 
pounds to the Food Bank of Waterloo Region.

SPRINGBANK GARDENS

Trillium Mutual building raised garden beds in our Education and Demonstration garden. Photo by T. Jarvis
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FEATURED DONOR

The Savvas Chamberlain Family Pollinator Conservatory was made possible 
through efforts and donations from a number of individuals and organisations, 
most notably the 5 year commitment of the Savvas Chamberlain family. Thanks 
to their generous funding, rare has been able to purchase the supplies required 
to create, enhance and maintain the existing pollinator habitat and will have 
the funding to continue to make improvements in the coming years.

“One of the objectives of our foundation is to finance projects to preserve our 
local, provincial and national Canadian natural environment. We believe that 
preservation of our environment will benefit all sectors of our society. This project 
will lead to the preservation, survival and growth of pollinators in Waterloo 
Region.” 

- Christine Chamberlain, vice-president of the Savvas Chamberlain Family 
Foundation — the Savvas Chamberlain Family Foundation Pollinator 
Conservatory at rare.

Restoration and stewardship projects are an 
ongoing commitment for rare. These long-
term landscape-scale changes need close 
monitoring and maintenance to identify 
successes and challenges. Invasive plant 
removal and channel improvement will 
continue at Bauman Creek. The Savvas 
Chamberlain Family Pollinator Conservatory 
will see further improvement of the Butterfly 
Trail and the North House Rain Garden. 
Opportunities for the community to learn 
and be involved in this work will continue 
through volunteer stewardship events, the 
expansion of the Turtle Rescue Project, and 
the Native Plant Propagation Project.   

In the Food Bank Garden, the United Way 
Waterloo Region Communities Giving Circle 
Project will contribute funding and expertise 
to assist with educational opportunities at 
the gardens — ensuring a bountiful harvest 
and a pleasant experience for all.  An 
ongoing partnership with Seeds of Diversity 
Canada will see more heritage vegetable 
varieties being grown, with seeds from these 
plants saved for future use. The resulting 
additional produce will be shared with the 
food banks.

“As I was gardening at my friend’s home one summer day, I was approached by a 
man. At that time I had no idea how he would impact my life. Many months later as I 
saw him in passing, he mentioned that he volunteered at the rare Food Bank gardens. 
When he told me this, a seed was planted and then I too looked into volunteering. 

Nothing prepared me for what I would see at the end of the trail: vast acres of 
gardens, rows of lush vegetables — a sea of green! I was reminded of my Gram’s 
garden and all the peonies that lined its perimeter. The rare gardens were lined with 
beautiful zinnias in all the colours that you could imagine. I was genuinely touched 
and moved by the serene feeling and beauty of this place.

As I came late in the season, the planting and weeding had already been done. Now 
it was time to harvest. To kneel and pick tomatoes, carrots, onions and kale was such 
a good feeling and I felt the organic earth at my hands.

Sometimes, we take fresh produce for granted when there are so many people who 
do not have any available in their daily lives. Knowing this fresh produce was going 
to the Food Bank felt right.

I was looking for a way to be a part of my community — and in harvesting I found my place. The man who first told me about 
the garden joined me the last day of harvest and we were able to harvest side by side. Working together, I felt joyful I was able to 
spend time with him and knew this was a place I would begin to make a difference.

I felt compassion and sacredness towards the people who would be fed by the gardens. It was an opportunity to be in touch with 
others who were doing the same work. I look forward to experiencing planting, weeding and harvesting again next year.”

- Ruth, rare Community Gardener

WHAT’S AHEAD?

Savvas and Christine Chamberlain
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It has always taken the whole 
community to ensure that rare’s 
motto — intact in perpetuity — will 
be a promise kept. Together with 
volunteer and community support, rare 
provides meaningful opportunities 
for environmental education and 
stewardship through its volunteer 
restoration activities. Individuals, 
corporations, clubs and non-profit 
organizations came together last 
summer and volunteered a whopping 
643 hours toward removing invasive 
plant species at rare! Hard-working 
University of Waterloo field course 
students dedicated an additional 210 
hours. Thanks to everyone’s dedication, 
the Land Management team tackled 
13 invasive species: Common and 
European Buckthorn; Garlic Mustard; 
Greater Celandine; Himalayan Balsam; 
Common and Japanese Barberry; 
Lesser Periwinkle; Lily-of-the-valley; 
Day Lily; English Ivy; Phragmites; 
and Giant Hogweed.  Many of these 
species are well-established and 
widespread throughout large areas of 
Waterloo Region/Wellington. They have 
persistent seed banks which require 
ongoing removal efforts to enhance and 
rehabilitate the unique native habitats 
of rare. 

Giant Hogweed, an invasive plant that 
also poses a threat to human health, is 
a rare success story. Every year, rare’s 
Land Management team and long-time 
volunteer John MacDonald search for 
and remove Hogweed plants from the 
rare reserve. The first survey of the 
entire reserve occurred in 2015 and 
465 individual plants were removed. 
Hogweed matures between two to five 
years and is then capable of producing 
over 50,000 seeds per plant, dispersed 
long distances by water. Thanks to 
ongoing efforts, rare’s population 
of Giant Hogweed has continued to 
decline; only 15 plants were found and 
removed in 2018. Dormant seeds may 
still be present in the soil, however, and 
because Hogweed often grows near 
rivers and streams, seasonal flooding 
carries a risk of bringing in new 
seeds. Vigilance is required to prevent 
re-infestation.

Sadly, some invasive species have been 
brought to the property recently by 
garden waste dumped at trail heads, 
the side of the road, or over fences. 
If noticed before becoming well-
established, these populations can 
be eliminated in a matter of years. 
Lesser Periwinkle and English Ivy in 
the Thompson Tract have undergone 
three years of removal and are almost 
completely eradicated. Unfortunately, 
as dumping continues, new invasive 
species have made their way onto the 
property — Japanese Knotweed and 
Purple Wintercreeper were recorded 
in 2018 for the first time and will be a 
priority for removal next year. 

To properly dispose of invasive 
species, place them in a municipal 
black garbage bag, seal it and then 
leave it in the sun for several weeks 
to kill the plant matter.  The bag can 
then be thrown in the garbage, or if 
your municipality incinerates their 
yard waste, the contents can be moved 
into a yard waste bag and set out for 
collection. Be sure to check if your 
municipality composts or incinerates 
their yard waste before using this 
approach. Another option, when 
possible, is to burn the plant matter 
until it is completely incinerated. Not 
all plant matter is safe to burn  — e.g. 
burning poison ivy (a native plant) and 
inhaling the smoke can cause a rash 
to appear on the lining of the lungs, 
causing extreme pain and potentially 
life-threatening respiratory problems.

Some invasive species, such as Lesser 
Periwinkle, Lily of the Valley, Autumn 
Olive, Daylily, English Ivy, Goutweed 
and non-native honeysuckles are still 
sold at nurseries and garden centers. 
It is important to stay informed and 
not purchase these plants — for the 
health of the ecosystems! Some similar 
native alternatives you may consider 
purchasing include:

•	 Canada Anemone
•	 Wild Strawberry
•	 Partridgeberry
•	 Bunchberry

•	 Wintergreen

•	 Woolly Blue Violet
•	 Trout Lily
•	 Michigan Lily
•	 Chokecherry
•	 Black Chokeberry
•	 Allegheny Serviceberry
•	 Gray Dogwood
•	 Common Elderberry
•	 American Highbush Cranberry
•	 Zigzag Goldenrod
•	 Sensitive Fern
•	 Ostrich Fern

•	 Wild Ginger

•	 Bush or Fly Honeysuckle 		
	 (Diervilla lonicera and Lonicera 	
	 canadensis)

For more information, check out the 
Grow Me Instead Guide at: 

www.ontarioinvasiveplants.ca. 

If you’re interested in learning more 
and joining the fight against the spread 
of invasive species at rare, check out 
our events calendar for 2019 volunteer 
dates. Or, gather some friends and/or 
co-workers to set up a volunteer work 
day with Land Management!

Managing Invasive Species
By Alissa Fraser, rare Conservation Technician 

Giant Hogweed next to co-op student Nick. Photo by A. Fraser
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RESEARCH
While rare’s goal is to steward its sites and ecosystems intact in perpetuity, for the community to enjoy, forever, 
in a natural state, it also promotes the lands as a living laboratory for research — including in-house monitoring 
programs and partnerships with other institutions, community-based scientists, artists and Indigenous Peoples. 
Research then informs restoration practices and education programs through a Chain of Learning that reaches 
even the youngest learners in a program called Every Child Outdoors (ECO), a model of active, hands-on, problem-
based environmental learning, driven by inquiry in the out-of-doors. 

We are a truly collaborative, multidisciplinary site where resources can be used most sustainably to tackle 
big questions as comprehensively as possible, and where ideas can soar in an environment that fosters 
cross-pollination involving different knowledge systems that come from diverse backgrounds including 
(but not limited to) the social sciences, humanities, archaeology, psychology and the arts. We bring together 
internationally-renowned experts, aspiring early-career researchers, artists and the larger community.  

Research at rare hit an exciting milestone at the end of 
2018: 100 research projects and counting that list rare 
as a field site or partner. Research has always been an 
integral part of rare, and the completion of the ECO 
Centre’s accommodations for visiting researchers, as well 
as the scholarship and bursaries program, have helped 
increase the capacity for students to study on the reserve. 
Twenty different projects were initiated at rare in 2018, 
the largest number of new projects in rare’s history. 
Minjimedan, a sustainable Indigenous Food Garden project 
created by the 2018 Ages Foundation scholarship recipient, 
Mkomosé (Bearwalker) — Dr. Andrew Judge, utilizes 
Indigenous knowledge frameworks to create a spiraling 
terraced garden that ignites all senses and inspires a 
revitalization of Indigenous food systems and land-based 
sustainability practices. As rare works toward meaningful 
reconciliation with the Indigenous Peoples of Turtle 
Island, our commitment continues to equally include and 
value Indigenous and Western knowledge systems and 
methodologies. 

A MILESTONE

Families birdwatching during CBC4Kids. Photo by J. Quinn

Dr. Andrew Judge giving a tour of Minjimendan. Photo by C. Thompson
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Since 2009, rare has awarded more than $55,000 to graduate 
students in support of their research, thanks to the Cambridge 
& North Dumfries Community Foundation — Ages Foundation, 
and program sponsors since 2016. The Research Fellowship 
& Bursaries program drives rare’s research interests, and has 
continuously proven to be an important recruitment tool for 
attracting new and exciting research to rare. The stipends help 
successful candidates obtain the necessary resources to conduct 
and report on their research, ensuring not only that important 
environmental issues are being tackled in Waterloo Region, but 
also that information derived from the projects is shared with 
broad audiences. 

FEATURED DONOR

Looking forward, we are excited to invite the community to our first new property in the Eramosa River Conservation Corridor with a bioblitz 
on July 26-27. Save the date and join us for a weekend of exploration! 

We will continue to commit to our long-term monitoring plans, expand our vegetation sampling efforts to new habitats, and complete the 
third and final year of our post-restoration monitoring on Bauman Creek. We also welcome our first ever Postdoctoral Fellow to rare, Dr. 
Justin Gaudon, who will focus on building forest resiliency in the wake of the invasive emerald ash borer’s devastation of local ash trees — 
see the next page for a short portrait of Justin and his work.

WHAT’S AHEAD?

“I’ve always loved working at rare because, while serving as an important conservation area, it also acts as a valuable research 
station. My colleagues and I are always able to gather interesting data from rare, while sparing the expense normally associated 
with field work, because rare is located so close to the University. Working at rare is a pleasure, and I look forward to doing it 
again next summer.”

- Kevin MacColl, rare Researcher in Integrative Biology, University of Guelph

Spotting wildlife for the 2018 City Nature Challenge. Photo by J. Quinn

A breakdown of Research Degrees  of rare Researchers since 2001.
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We are excited to welcome forest 
entomologist and ecologist Dr. Justin 
Gaudon to rare and the University 
of Waterloo, as the Mitacs Elevate 
/ Westfall Postdoctoral Fellow over 
the next two years. Justin recently 
completed his Ph.D. in Forestry at the 
University of Toronto, where he studied 
the biology and ecology of North 
American natural enemies attacking the 
emerald ash borer (EAB), an important 
invasive beetle that has severely 
impacted forests in Canada and the 
United States. 

Justin will help rare restore forests 
that have been infested by EAB, and 
his specific goal over the next two 
years is to explore the link between 
plant and insect populations across 
different habitats. He will also compare 
vegetation sampling methods currently 
used as part of rare’s long-term 
monitoring program to determine the 
most cost-efficient sampling protocols 

for continued use, without sacrificing 
valuable information being collected 
about our forests. Justin’s main project 
will link insects to specific vegetation 
and habitat characteristics, which will 
be particularly useful to predict insect 
abundance, diversity, and impact in a 
given area. For example, understanding 
the abundance and diversity of parasitic 
Hymenoptera, such as wasps, bees, 
ants, and allies, in relation to vegetation 
could provide a vegetation conservation 
target that can maintain and enhance 
parasitoid populations and diversity. 

Overall, this will contribute to the 
establishment of forests that are 
resilient to non-native forest insects. 
Justin’s work is especially valuable 
in response to numerous existing 
disturbances and emerging threats such 
as climate change and will ultimately 
help to ensure that rare’s promise made 
to protect important greenspace in 
perpetuity is a promise kept. 

Introducing Justin Gaudon
By Jenna Quinn, rare Program Scientist — Research Priorities, Partnerships & Monitoring 

Indian Woods. Photo by  A. Newell

Justin Gaudon
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EDUCATION
More than 18,000 students have gone through our school-based and youth environmental education program, 
called Every Child Outdoors or ECO, which delivers curriculum-based education programs for K-12 including 
specialized Mirrored Research programs — programs that allow students to “mirror” the research and 
monitoring activities conducted on the reserve. 

The education department at rare works to provide equal 
space for scientific research, multi-disciplinary inquiry 
and Indigenous knowledge in the experience of the 
landscapes at rare. This past summer, we welcomed a new 
partnership with the University of Waterloo’s Student 
Art Innovation Lab, otherwise known as SAIL, to our 
Summer ECO Camp.  SAIL visited Every Child Outdoors 
(ECO) Camp every week, leading campers in innovative art 
projects which provided them with an outlet to participate 
in artistic activities that used a variety of techniques. This 
partnership allowed the education department to support 
art-based learning in combination with environmental and 
Indigenous-based teachings. Indigenous-led teachings were 
held during each of the nine weeks of ECO Camp.  These 
learning opportunities were offered by members of the 
community, including local Indigenous knowledge keepers, 
research fellows and staff members, providing insight into 
Haudenausonee and Anishinaabe knowledges from the 
perspective of these cultures. To read more about rare’s 
partnership, with SAIL, see page 12.   

EQUAL SPACE

FEATURED DONOR
Our donors make it possible to support Every Child Outdoors and extend the 
rare Chain of Learning, which builds knowledge and a sense of wonder and 
excitement from everyone involved —  from the most senior teachers to the 
youngest students. The generous support of the Cambridge & North Dumfries 
Community Foundation’s Kids to Camp Fund subsidized six children to 
attend Summer ECO Camp, to experience an entire community of support 
among Indigenous leaders, scientists, artists and land stewards at all levels. 
Through generous funding from TD Friends of the Environment in 2018, we 
are now looking forward to constructing a new outdoor teaching space in the 
spring of 2019.  The space will consist of stone benches arranged in a circle, 
providing a new place for community to gather and learn. We would also 
like to thank Ken Dance for his continuous support in providing school bus 
subsidies assisting schools in transportation costs to participate in the ECO 
programs at rare and the Kitchener Waterloo Community Foundation for 
their generous support.

“I love that this camp is outdoors so my child is not cooped up in a building all day. Most of all it’s the education aspect. My child 
struggles to write at school yet you can’t stop him from journaling at camp and at the end of the week I hear about everything he 
did because he reads it to me.” 

“This was our son’s first year at ECO Camp. He LOVED it. He loves to show us different plants and is always watching the birds 
and trying to name them. He is much more aware and appreciative of nature. It is a new interest for him as he never took notice 
of these things before. He even holds flowers in his hands more delicately now and studies them more closely.”

Teachings at ECO Camp. Photo by E. Leslie
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The year 2019 will include continued 
transformation of ECO programs by inviting 
local Indigenous Elders and knowledge 
holders, having respectful dialogue 
around local Indigenous territory and 
land dispossession, treaties and wampum 
agreements. New school modules that 
support Indigenous art and land-based 
practices recently implemented at rare 
will be developed. Growing our capacity 
through new methodologies and modules 
makes use of the richness that different 
forms of inquiry can provide students as 
they create connections with the land at 
rare. We plan to work in a collaborative 
Spirit with community partners, local school 
boards and local Indigenous Peoples to 
determine both curricular and holistic 
community learning needs, as our programs 
and modules evolve to foster Indigenous 
resurgence and settler reconciliation 
themes.

In particular, we will be working closely 
with the Wolves Den, a grassroots 
Haudenosaunee youth camp from Six 
Nations of the Grand River, to encourage 
Indigenous knowledge sharing between 
on-reserve and off-reserve  and urban 
Indigenous youth in Waterloo Region. 
Through this partnership, we hope to 
empower young Indigenous leadership and 
participation at rare.

WHAT’S AHEAD?

Yes! I support conservation, research & education at rare!

Telephone

Mailing Address with City and Postal Code

Donor Contact Information 

Name 

Email Yes, I would like to receive email updates from rare

OR

Card No.

Expiry Signature

rare Charitable Research Reserve
1679 Blair Road
Cambridge, ON   N3H 4R8

	 VISA	 M/C	 A/E

Payment Information
Please send cheques payable to: 

Please charge my credit card: 

Enclosed is my gift of:

    $100

    $50

    $25

    Other $ .

Charitable number 87761 5914 RR0001 ARSU2019

I'll help rare plan ahead by 
joining the Bedrock Club 
with a monthly donation of 
$ _____________ to be 
automatically withdrawn 
on the 15th of every month                     
(void cheque attached).


To send in a donation, fill in form and cut here.

Activities at ECO Camp. Photo by E. Leslie
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Featured Educator: Chloe Blair 
By Mackenzie Lespérance (Smiling Water), rare Indigenous Research Fellow & Chloe Blair

As rare becomes more deeply engaged 
in Settler reconciliation and Indigenous 
resurgence opportunities, our education 
department is becoming a place 
where multidisciplinary learning 
opportunities can thrive. By privileging 
Western and Indigenous knowledge 
systems equally, we are exposing our 
students to a higher quality education, 
equipping them with a greater capacity 
to learn and think for themselves 
and as a community. We believe that 
environmental sustainability is an 
attainable goal when we recognize 
and enact our inherent responsibilities 
in relation to one another, and to the 
environment through experiential 
learning. 

These relationships have been 
magnified through a new and 
holistically fulfilling partnership 
developed last summer between our 
Every Child Outdoors (ECO) Camp 
and the Student Art Innovation Lab 
(SAIL). SAIL is a mobile community 
outreach art program developed by 
Associate Professor Tara Cooper 
out of the University of Waterloo. 
Through this multidisciplinary 
collaboration, 200 ECO campers were 

able to experience unique and high-
quality fine art activities designed 
to be environmentally friendly 
and inclusive of Indigenous values 
of the land. Two graduates and 
two undergraduate students from 
the University of Waterloo’s Fine 
Arts Department designed these new 
modules, including two special activities 
developed by Indigenous scholar, Chloe 
Blair. 

Chloe is a European-Algonquin artist 
and craftsperson working out of 
Waterloo. She holds a Bachelor of Art 
in Art History and Visual Culture from 
the University of Waterloo, but her true 
passion is nurturing and privileging 
Indigenous knowledges especially as 
it relates to art and environmental 
sustainability. Through her work with 
SAIL, she developed land-based artistic 
programming that encourages children 
and youth to explore the creative 
potential of nature. Chloe’s programs 
adapt knowledge of invasive species 
with Indigenous foraging and crafting 
practices. In both modules, invasive 
species were identified, removed 
and used to create practical and 
biodegradable items such as bee

homes and paintbrushes. Chloe believes 
strongly that science and art are not 
mutually exclusive when having a 
relationship with the Earth. These 

activities served as diverse teaching 
and learning tools for sustainable 
artistic and environmental practice, 
while centering Indigenous knowledges 
and values for the next generation of 
responsible land stewards.

We are immensely grateful for the 
new learning opportunities provided 
by Chloe and the SAIL team. We 
look forward to strengthening such 
partnerships in summer 2019! 

Chloe Blair
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Thank you, volunteers!
Thank you so much to all rare volunteers who contributed their 
time, energy and skills to guarantee a diverse network of connected 
natural areas are protected, intact in perpetuity. Whether it be 
the university student who devoted their personal time to ensure 
species monitoring was taking place, or the retiree who wanted 
to give back to their community by helping with ECO Camp 
programs, or the corporate group who spent a day harvesting in the 
Springbank Foodbank Gardens — we thank you!

At rare, we believe community involvement is the core of 
conservation. We recognize people as part of the environment 
and we love working with all volunteers towards responsible land 
stewardship. We are truly appreciative of the individuals and 
groups that make it a priority to give back and make it possible 
for us to accomplish all we do in a year. Each and every volunteer 
makes a far-reaching impact — we thank you for your invaluable 
contribution. 

We want you to be a rare volunteer! Contact Laura Klein at             
Laura.Klein@raresites.org for more information.

THANK YOU for the support of all participants, pledgers, 
sponsors, and volunteers who made the 2017 Walk & Run for rare 
a huge success! The eighth annual event raised over $30,800 in 
support of rare’s Turn the Map Green campaign. 

Turn the Map Green is a grassroots effort to ensure the protection 
of rare’s first three properties, comprising more than 900 acres 
of environmentally significant land. Every $2 protects one square 
metre of the reserve and all the species that call it home. 

On the very warm event day, 168 people participated — protecting 
over 15,400 square meters of land for future generations. Thank you 
to everyone who supported this event!

The 2019 date is set for September 22 and we hope to see you there 
for our tenth annual Walk & Run for rare! 

rare Annual Report 2017-2018

  

Walk & Run family fun. Photo by Light & Love Photography

Manulife volunteers in the Springbank Gardens. Photo by  T. Jarvis



BIGGEST HARVEST AT
SPRINGBANK FOOD BANK 
GARDENS
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4,000+ 
SPECIES 
DOCUMENTED AT 
rare

7 PEER-
REVIEWED 
PUBLICATIONS

13 INVASIVE 
PLANT SPECIES 

MANAGED

41 NATIVE 
PLANT SPECIES 

PLANTED

8,200+ 
pounds of fresh, organic produce 
donated to two local food banks

for the

+4,000
species  that call 

rare home

59,437m2
 

turned green as part of rare’s 
Turn the Map Green campaign

YEAR AT A GLANCE

Corporations for Conservation 
supporting rare

2,600+ 

Donors

13
4,700+
HOURS OF VOLUNTEER 
SUPPORT

Consisting of: 3,000+ volunteer hours at the 
Springbank Farm gardens and with the land management 

team, 540+ hours by citizen scientists and 

300+ hours of helping hands at ECO programs.

RESEARCH

22   NEW OR                   	
	   ONGOING 		
	   RESEARCH 	
	   PROJECTS

EDUCATION

1,800+ 
CHILDREN 
PARTICIPATING 
IN ECO CAMP/ 
ECO PROGRAMS

CONSERVATION

1,025 
baby painted & snapping turtles 

released within 100 metres of their 
nest locations
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Financial Highlights
Year ended August 31, 2018

Conservation, Research & 

	 Education Programs2

Administration

Fundraising & Community Relations

Communications

Professional Fees

Total

 $915,226

$241,899 

 $275,058

$92,673

 $43,140 

 $1,567,996

Excess of revenue over expenses         $505,0803	         

Notes

1. Inclusive of Operating and Capital Revenues

2. Includes cost of amortization ($206,946)

3. Allocation towards anticipated future expense in following fiscal year

FINANCIAL POSITION AS AT AUGUST 31, 2018

Current Assets (Cash and Receivables)

Capital Assets: Land

Capital Assets: Buildings & Equipment

Current Liabilities (Payables)

Mortgage Payable

Total Net Assets

 $1,147,685 

$5,957,174 

 $3,422,823

 ($426,943)

 ($4,160,600)

 $5,940,139 

STATEMENT OF EXPENSES

58.4%17.5%

15.4%

5.9%

2.8%

STATEMENT OF REVENUE1

Donations and Grants		

Government Programs

Program Revenue

Rental Income

Other Income

Total

 $1,826,694

 $160,928

 $40,136 

 $40,045

 $5,273 

 $2,073,076

88.1%7.8%

1.9%

1.9%

0.3%

Donations and Grants (88.1%)	

Government Programs (7.8%)

Program Revenue (1.9%)

Rental Income (1.9%)

Other Income (0.3%)

Conservation, Research & 

	 Education Programs2 (58.4%)

Administration (15.4%)

Fundraising & Community Relations (17.5%)

Communications (5.9%)

Professional Fees (2.8%)
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Thank you, 2017-2018 supporters!

$250,000+
Michael Barnstijn & 
     Louise MacCallum
Val* & Sheila O’Donovan

$50,000 - $249,999
Gill Ratcliffe Foundation
Guelph Audubon Screen 
    Tours 1953 to 1985
The Kitchener and Waterloo 	
    Community Foundation 
	 - The Musagetes 	
	   Fund
Region of Waterloo
The Savvas Chamberlain                          
    Family Foundation
TD Friends of the            
    Environment Foundation

$20,000 - $49,999
Government of Canada
Ruth Harris & Colin Baxter
The Kitchener and Waterloo 
    Community Foundation 	
	 - The John A. 	
	   Pollock Family 	
	   Fund
MacPherson Builders    
    Limited
John & Janet Panabaker
Trillium Mututal Insurance      
    Company
The University of Waterloo

($5,000 - $19,999)
Agelic
Keith & Sheila Ainsworth
John & Dian Bell
BNY Mellon Wealth
     Management
Cambridge & North 	
     Dumfries Community 	
     Foundation
	 - Ages Foundation  	
                Fund
Gordon & Cecilia Chaplin
CHRISTIE
City of Cambridge
Dufferin Aggregates
Enbridge Gas Incorporated
Environment Canada 
Fiix Software
Ken & Rachel* Flood
Bruce Gordon
Jackie Hatherly-Martin & 
    Keith Martin
Sandy & Jamie Hill and  
    How Great Thou Art
Richard M. Ivey
Josephine Khu & Brian 
    Barron
Kitchener Waterloo 
    Community Foundation 
	 - McMurtry Family 	
	   Fund
Libro Credit Union
Linamar Corporation
MartinSimmons Architects
MHBC Planning Urban 
    Design & Landscape   
    Architecture
National Trust of Canada

Natural Resource Solutions 
    Incorporated
Nature Conservancy of 
    Canada
The Neighbourhood Group 
    of Companies Limited
Niagara Peninsula Aboriginal 
    Area Management Board 
    (NPAAMB)
John & Leslie Pearson
Joy Roberts & Douglas 
    McMullen
Tanja & Keith Thomson
Upper Canada College - 
    Norval Outdoor School
David Westfall and  
    Kitchener Waterloo     
    Community Foundation 
	 - Westfall & Hill  	
	   Family Fund
Walter & Brenda* 
    Zimmerman

($1,000 - $4,999)
Gerald & Carol Ann 	
    Achtymichuk
Ljubodrag Andric & 
    Geneviève Caron 
Valerie & Scott Braid
Gregory & Manoushak 
    Buzbuzian
C3 Environmental Limited
Cambridge & North 
    Dumfries Community 
    Foundation 
	 - Kids to Camp 	
	   Fund
Cambridge Career 
    Connections
Cambridge Mill
Cambridge Sunrise Rotary 
    Club
Canada Ontario Job Grant 
	 - Conestoga College 	
 	   Centre
Canadian General Tower 
    Limited
Rob & Sue Connell
Easy Pour Wine Bar
Robert & Janet Eberhardt
Valerie Gibaut & Doug Brock
Graham Mathew 
    Professional Corporation
Helen McCrea Peacock 
    Foundation
David Hopkins
Larry Hubble
Caroline Kim
KPMG
LIFE Co-Op
Mike & Melissa Malleck
Murray & Eleanor McEwen 
Ruby McMullen*
Mercedes-Benz Kitchener-
    Waterloo
Alan & Anne Morgan
Mountain Equipment Co-op
Gordon & Daphne* Nicholls
Ontario Eastern Bluebird 
    Society
Malcolm & Jane Roberts
Bill Schwarz
Karen Shinn

Ruth Songhurst
Stantec Consulting Limited
Michael & Henrietta Stork
The Waterloo Networking 
    Company
Bernice & Bob Uebele
United Way of Waterloo 
    Region Communities 
	 - Moms in Biz 	
	   Giving Circle
Robert Unruh
Susan Whelan
Zeifmans LLP

($500 - $999)
Don Balanoff, Julia Balanoff      
     & Connie Mayor
Annita & Peter Bergen
Pat & Paul Bigelow
Canadian Wildlife 
    Federation
Nelson Cecilia
Andrew Cumming
Kae Elgie & Philippe 
    Elsworthy
Carmen Evans
Valerie Hall & Dan Brennan
Quentin Johnson & Susan 
Strachan Johnson
Paul & Marilyn Koch
Graham & Margaret 
    Macdonald
MacNeil & Dodd Pharmacy
Josh Neufeld
The Ontario Federation of 
    Anglers & Hunters
Ontario Land Trust Alliance
Linda Ratcliffe & Basil 
    McDonald
Paul & Rita Ross
Linda & Herminio Schmidt
Dennis E. Souder & Deborah 
    Bannerman
Uniglobe Donaldson Travel
John & Lynda Van de Kamer
Tony Van Eerd
Shawn Van Sluys & Zvezdan 
    Pavlovic
Tom & Laurella Woodcock
WWF - Canada

($250 - $499)
Christina Arthurs
Vlad* & Julia Balanoff
Paul & Marlene Born
Meyer Brownstone
Bob & Brenda Burchell
Sondra Callander
Gina Dalkin-Davis*
Ernie Davies
Shah & Donnita Deen
Ross Dickson
Jerry & Marg Finnen
Jeanie Flanagan
Jerry Horak
IBM Canada Limited
Fred Johnson & Mary 
    Stevens
Graham Lobban & Frances 
    Harrington
William & Mary Lobban
Jeff Matyas & Tim Tanz
Bob & Betty* McBain

David & Pip Mitten
Gordon & Susan Morris
Mike Murray & Frances 
    Turner
Kim & Joanne Papp
Kevin & Sue Perry
Harley* & Carol Rashleigh-
    Berry
Ruth Ristau
Rogers Communications 
    Canada Inc.
Ian & Verlyn Rowett
Jeremy Shantz, Bridget 
    Hinnegan & Tamsin 
    Shantz
Meg Slater
Richard & Tracey Snook
Stephanie Sobek-Swant & 
    Nick Swant
Southwood Secondary 
    School
TerraCycle Canada
Christine Thompson
Angela Tsementzis & Aaron 
    Letki
Annette Van Gerwen
Stephanie & James Walker
Adam Wilford
Bill & Heather Wilson

($249 & Under)
 Aecon Group
Chris & Sarah Ainsworth
George Aitkin
Altanic Transportation 
    Incorporated
Dorothy Ames
Lynette Armour
Jan Ashton
Ayr Horticultural Society
Christina Baker
Dorothy Bakker
Tom Barber
Chris Barker
Lynne Barker
Linda Barkovsky
Thelma Barnes
Paule Barsalou
Hildegard & Pasquale 
    Battista
Miriam Bauman & David 
    Gascoigne
Jennifer Bauman
Marie Beattie
Scott Beemer
Larry & Cheryl Bell
Lynn Bell
Martha Bellamy
Benevity Community Impact 
    Fund
Cheryl Bentley
Tamara Bernstein
Nina Berry
Aggie Beynon
Peter & Colleen Bisset
Nicole Bitter
Michael & Karen Boardley
Sue Boultwood
Josh Bowman
Ian Braid
Stephanie Braid
Caireen Brain
Paul Brennan
R. J. Brennan

Devon Brock
Seth Brouwers
Kathleen Brown
Aaron Brownstone
David Brownstone
Desi & Kandice Brownstone
Carrie Bruneau
Wayne & Lynda Buck
Jonny Budgell
Christina Buffone
Marc Burchett
Rena Burkholder
Jim & Carol Burrell
David Bushell
Jane Buyers
Marg Byvelds
Melissa Campbell
Joyce & David Carse
Joan Cartwright
Ron Casier, Pauline Intven-
    Casier & Julian Casier
Ruth Chadwick
Alex Chapman
Veronica Chapman
Jeanette Chippindale
Rosie & Mike Chong
Andrew Clark
Jennifer & Bob Clayfield
Linda Cochrane
Judy Coffey
Catherine Copp
Simon Courtenay
Heather Crawford
Linda Crawford
David Critch
Rae & Barbara Crossman
Michelle Crowell
Mary & Al Cunningham
Ronald C. Dahmer & Dorothy 
    Harvey
John F. Dale
Susan Daley
Sharon DaSilva
Doug Dawdy
Michael & Louise Dawe
Kathy Dawson
Marco & Donna De Bruin
Anthony & Machelle Denison
Karolina Deoniziak
Patrick & Terri Devine
Janet Diebel
Katelynn Dietrich
Barbara Dixon & Graham 
    Arbery
Pat Docherty
Jill Douglas
Lacy Droste
Tara Duguid & Michael Frey
Tamara Dunn
Elspeth Durward
Paul & Kim Duxbury
Ryan Eagleson
Clayton Eaton
Betty & Allan Eby
Merryn Edgar
Andrew Ekblad
Jennifer Elmes
Miriam Elseworthy
Catherine Embree
Ilona Erwin
Amanda Evans
Grace & Mark Evans
Patrizia Facchini
Marie Faelker

The following individuals, foundations, government agencies, organizations and businesses helped rare make an impact and work toward 
its vision in the last fiscal year (September 1, 2017 to August 31, 2018). For a full list of all donors — considered Founders — to A Natural 
Investment, please see the list in our 2014/2015 report, available on request. As noted below, we welcome corrections so that the permanent 
donor wall, to be established at the end of the campaign, reflects you appropriately.
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Brian Fayle
Alison Feuerwerker
Brittany Ffrench
Gerry & Marlene Fischer
Renate Fischer
Fiskars
Dianna Flannery
Barbara Foell
John Foster
Joan Fox
Loren Francis
Annette Franssen & Sonny 
    Yuen
Robert Fraser
Nancy Mae Froklage
Anne Fullerton
Gregory Gallant
Carol Gardin
Rob & Sharon Gashgarian
Tim Gibbins
Fraser Gibson
Christopher Giesler
Patrick Gilbride
Phil Gillin & Ava Sands
Judy Gingrich
Audrey Glebe
George & Mary Gloade
Gary & Liz Goad
Adrienne Goddard
Glenn Goddard
Mike Goldring
Tracey Gooch
Trish Goodridge
Will Gorlitz
Robert Gossage
Chris & Shirley Gosselin
Antonio & Elizabeth Gouveia
Leslie Greener
Cheryl Greenwood & Steven 
McMurray
Paul Gregory
Fred & Janet Greidanus
Aaron Grigsby
Erica Groome
Sarah Hackbusch
Peter & Pat Hallam
Ahmad Hammoud, Butterfly 
    Salon and Spa
Jo Anne Harder
Denise Harrington
Caroline Harvey-Smith
Sarah Hayes
Ajay Heble & Sheila O’Reilly
Helmes-Hayes Family
Jamie & Jan Hember
Julie Henhoeffer
John S. Hepburn
Christian Hernandez
John Herring
John* & Ruth Hess
Anne & Murray Hewton
Jenny Higgins
Kristin Higgins
Lauren Hill
Robert Hilton
Hobler Cressman Family
Mary Hoey
Michael & Sandra Holden
Janine & Kenneth Holman
Magdalene Horman
Mark Hornburg
House of Friendship
Donald & Patricia Hughes
Valerie Hughson

Pui-Ying (Samantha) Hui
Mindy Hunt
Peter Hunton
Heather Huston
Howard Isaacs
Renann Isaacs
John Jackson
Lori Jackson
Margaret Jackson
Tim Jackson & Jane Arnold
Neil Jarvis
William Jeakins
Jacqueline Johnson
Erika Kastner
Lauren Katsuno
Douglas Kechnie
Doreen Kelly
Susan & Arthur Key
Harold & Dorothy Kinzie
Irene & David Klein
Laura Klein
Rebecca Klein
Tom & Marlene Knezevich
Erik Knudsen
Bruce & Carol Koenig
Olga Korper
Heather Kovacik
Gowri Krishnasamy
Inna Krochek
Ruth Kroft
Jamie & Shelley Kropf
Lisa Kuntze
Krista Lalonde
Larry Lamb & Amy Burke
Lauren Lambkin
Hai Yue Lau
Michael & Louise Lawrie
Ralph & Eileen LeBold
Maria Legault
Frank Lenzi
Denise Leschak
Chiyo Marni (Christina) Lin
Tamara Louks
Frank Yee-Chuan Loy
Eileen MacArthur
Kate & Randy MacDonald
Scott & Sherry MacDonald
Wesley & Lynn Maidment
Mimi Mallet
Carolyn Mancey
Barbara Martin
Roy Martin
Vicki Jo Martin
Jessica Masters
Carolyn Mathers
Kathy Mathers
Harold & Sheila Matthews
Walter Mausser
Terry Mayhew
Robert McBain
Sandra McCormick
Laura McDonald
Maureen McIntryre
Donald McTavish
Michael McTavish
Stew McWade
Tom Mennill
Julie & Joel Mercer
Pat & Dennis Mighton
Dana Mikulec
Julie Miller
Joseph Mirabella
Sorin & Irene Mitrana
John & Dolores Moffat

Milton & Cathi Moffett
Sue Moir
Joan & Steve Montague
Hulene Montgomery &       
     Michael Graham
Pat Moore
Peter Morris
Sebastian Moreau
Claire Mussar
Judith Nasby
David Neal
Lillian Neave
Gordon & Shirley Nelson
Laura Nerenberg
Ernest & Carole Neudoerffer
Annika Nicholson
Karen & David Nicoll
Emily Nighswander
Anne Nilsson-Lex
Thomas Nimmo
Not So Hallow Farm
John Norman
Hank & Beverley Nykamp
Krissie O’Dell
Susan & Keith O’Neil
Vanessa Ong
Marilyn Otton
Stuart Oxley
Marg Paré
Herta Park
Dawn Parker
Kaliope & John Parsons
Renate Parsons
Mary Jane Patterson
Lorraine Paul
PayPal Charitable Giving 
    Fund
Monica Pease
Chris Perry
Ingrid Pfrimmer
Paige Phillips
Jonathan Plumb
Bill Poole
Anne Porter
Usher Posluszny*
Charlotte Powd
Michael Power
Ruth Pratt
Wil & Marilyn Prudham
Michelle Purchase
Jenna Quinn & Leif Wynia
Daniel Radoslav
Beverly Raimbault
Christy Randall
Elayne Ras
Tammy Ratcliff
Colin Read
Elizabeth Reed
Erik Reed
Kate Reilly
Janice Reiner
Susan Riach
Cheyanne Richardson
Peter & Janet Richter
Douglas Robertson
Kim Robichaud & Ryan 
Hamersma
Lorna Ronald
Richard Rooke
Don Russell
Jeff Russell
Rafal Rzepka
Randy Saad
Galina Sakharnykh

Darren Schmidt
Ron & Liz Schueler
The Scott Family
Paul & Marianne Scott
Wilma D.K. Scott
Linda Scott-Foubert
Danielle Shantz
Jonathan Shantz & Family
Malcolm & Anne Shantz
Edward Shapiro
Nimra Sheikh
Bena Shuster
Dylan Siebert
Marjorie Siertsema
Mahisha Sivaneswaran
Jean Skillman
Dave & Catherine Smith
Janine Smith
Peter Smith
Ralph Smith
Margot Snyder
Soundco System Sales and 
    Service
Andrea Speckner
Sylvie Spraakman
Tannis Sprott
Sidney Sproule
Donald Stark
Jill Steinman
John & Janet Stemerdink
Gladys Stephenson
Christine Strassburger
Lynda Stewart
Terry Stray
Jonathan Studiman
Nancy Sullivan
Rosemary Swarbrick
Linda Sword & John Cripton
Gail Tako
Gabriel Tan-Chen
Joleen Taylor
Wayne Taylor
Jacqui Terry-Carroll
Supriti Thapa
Reg Theriault
Don Thomas
Kelly Thomas
Bertha & John Thompson
Chris & Linda Thompson
Karen Thompson
Kevan Thompson
Patricia Thompson
Natalie Tiberghien
Andrew Trant
Emilie Tremblay
Heather & Bob Trim
Juliana Trip
Sue & Norm Trotter
Jeannette Valeriote
Beth Vallieres
Peter Van Der Maas
Will Van Hemessen
Cynthia Vavasour
The Verheuls
Susanne Vesely
Robert & Ann Vosburgh
Susan Wahlroth
Haruko Wainwright
Keith & Lisa Wallbank
Bruce & Diane Walker
Curtis Walker
Melissa Warnock
Daniel Waterson
Ashley Watson

Keith Watson
Marilyn Watson
Susan Watts
David & Judi Weaver
Byron Weber-Becker
Michael & Kathy Weissmann
Wellesley Township
Roger Weppler
Hazel Westfall
Frances Westley & Fred Bird
Lynn Whaley
Bonnie Wheeler & Dennis 
    Samulak
C. Brian Whitfield
Shelley Whitman
Jeffrey & Claire Wiersma
Williamsberg Public School
Diane Williamson & Steve 
    Wilkie
Kelly Williamson
Dorothy & Andy Wilson
Heather Wilton
Ken & Marni Wolch
Pamela Wolf
Ken & Colette Wolno
Melissa & Mark Wolters
Sharon Woodley
Sandra Woolfrey
Paul Wragg
Judy Wyatt
Mary & Richard Wynia
Simone Wynia
Barbara Young
Terry & Linda Yuzwak
Lola Zakrzewski
Tanya Zboril
Gordon Zeilstra

In memory of
Roger Davis
Joyce MacCallum
Ruby McMullen
Val O’Donovan
Raeburn Orr
Nick St. Pierre Beke
Dr. Wynn Watson

In honour of
David Agro
David Crowell
Philip Gosling
Jerry Guenther
Louise MacCallum
Louisa O’Reilly
Dr. Joy Roberts

Notes
Please take the time to 
review your name on the 
list. Although every effort 
has been made to record it 
properly, sometimes mistakes 
happen and we want to get 
it right. If you see an error 
in your listing please let us 
know by contacting 
rare@raresites.org or 
519-650-9336.

Denotes Bedrock Club 
Monthly Donors
* Deceased

Gray Tree Frog. Photo by M. Willson



Leadership
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Joy Roberts, Ph.D., Chair of the Board, Board Chair, 

Musagetes Foundation; Founder & Director, 
Eramosa Institute

Keith Ainsworth, Electrical Engineer; retired CEO, 
COM DEV International

Gerald Achtymichuk, Family Physician
Peter Krause, President, Krause Corporate Solutions
Brian McGee, Chartered Accountant; 
	 Partner, Zeifman & Company LLP
Angela Tsementzis, Architect; B.E.S. B.Arch, OAA, 

LEED AP

INTERNATIONAL AMBASSADORS
David Agro, Architect; conservationist
Ljubodrag Andric, Photographer; latest work  

Visible Cities
Michael Barnstijn, retired Partner, RIM; 

Philanthropist; Musagetes Foundation
David Buckland, Founder, Cape Farewell 
	 www.capefarewell.com; Director of Art from 
	 a Changing Arctic
Ed Burtynsky, OC; Photographer; Subject of award-

winning documentary, Manufactured Landscapes
Geneviève Caron, Award-winning Photographer
Severn Cullis-Suzuki, Environmental Activist; 

Speaker; Television host; Author
Ron Dembo, Founder, Zerofootprint 
Louise MacCallum, retired Software Engineer; 

Philanthropist; Musagetes Foundation
R. Murray Schafer, Composer; Educator; 

Environmentalist
Sheila O’Donovan, Founder, Lisaard House
Jane Urquhart, OC; Author
Frances Westley, Chair of Social Innovation 

Generation
Morden Yolles, Multi-award-winning Structural 

Engineer; Restaurateur; Photographer

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE(EAC)
Chris Dalton, Avocational Archaeologist, Licensed 

by the Province of Ontario
Jorge L. Hurtado-Gonzales, Data and Field 

Specialist, Environment & Climate Change 
Canada

John MacDonald, Archaeologist 
Stephen Murphy, Professor and Associate Chair, 

Undergraduate Studies, Environment & Resource 
Studies, University of Waterloo

Mark Pomeroy, Fisheries Biologist, Stantec 
Consulting Ltd.

Don Russell, Qalipu Mi’kmaq/Acadian French Artist
Bill Wilson, retired Teacher; Naturalist; Bird 

Monitoring Coordinator, rare 
Brett Woodman, Terrestrial & Wetland Biologist, 

Natural Resource Solutions Inc.
Tony Zammit, Aquatic & Terrestrial Ecologist, Grand 

River Conservation Authority

EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (EDAC)
Jason Bracey, Teacher, Department Head of 

Geography, Southwood Secondary School
Colinda Clyne, Curriculum Leader for First Nations, 

Métis & Inuit Education, Upper Grand District 
School Board

Louise Dawe, retired Teacher; Community volunteer
Christopher Giesler, Teacher, Southwood  

Secondary School
Dan Schneider, Outdoor Educator & Naturalist, 

GRCA, retired

RESEARCH ADVISORY COMMITTEE (RAC)
Stephen Murphy (see previous)
Rick Haldenby, Professor, Architecture, University 

of Waterloo
David Lieberman, Associate Professor, John H. 

Daniels Faculty of Architecture, Landscape & 
Design, University of Toronto

John Straube, Associate Professor, Civil & 
Environmental Engineering, University of 
Waterloo 

EASTERN COMMA COMMITTEE
Shawn Van Sluys, Executive Director, Musagetes
Karen Houle, poet & philosopher, University of 

Guelph
Elwood Jimmy, Musagetes Program Coordinator

CAMPAIGN AND COMMUNITY CABINET
Keith Ainsworth (see previous)
Sheila Ainsworth, Chair, Lisaard House
John K. Bell, FCPA, FCA; Chairman, The Onbelay 

Group
Greg Buzbuzian, Owner, Knar Jewellery
Rob Connell, Partner, KPMG
John English, CM; FRSC; Director, Bill Graham 

Centre for Contemporary International History, 
Trinity College/Munk School of Global Affairs, 
University of Toronto 

Bruce Gordon, Chairman, Manulife Assurance 
Canada; Sr. Exec. V.P., General Manager, Canada

Valerie Hall, retired President, Stonefields 
Management Inc.

Adrian Hammoud, Owner, Salon Butterfly
Peter Hatch, composer, music curator & teacher
Jackie Hatherly-Martin, FCPA FCA, SHAD Canada 
Thiam Lim, former rare Board Member
Keith Martin, CPA CA, HM Advisors
Douglas McMullen, FCPA, FCA; retired, Sr. V.P. 

CIBC
Carolyn Mieli, President, Stonefields Management 

Inc.
David Mitten, retired; Executive Director, Siding & 

Window Dealers Association of Canada
Leslie Pearson, Community Volunteer, Oakville
Dean Peroff, LLP, Partner, Peroff Professional Group
Simon Poladian, Owner, Eagle Towing Equipment
Joy Roberts, (see previous)
Paul Ross, Partner, KPMG
Irene Schmidt-Adeney, Writer, Ayr News 
Hugh Thompson, CEO, Thompson Centre for Art & 

Design

VOLUNTEER AND CONSULTING ADVISORS 
John Baljkas, Graphic design consultant, MFA, RGD 

Affiliate Member, Professor, Conestoga College
Ken Dance, President, Dance Environmental Inc.
Valerie Hall (see previous)
Joy Roberts (see previous)

RARESITES LAND SECUREMENT TEAM
Graham Buck, Ministry of Natural Resources & 

Forestry
Vince Deschamps, Midwestern Ontario Program 

Director, Nature Conservancy of Canada
Paul General, Six Nations Lands & Resources
Chris Gosselin, retired
Kate Hagerman, Manager of Environmental 

Planning & Sustainability, Region of Waterloo
Peter Krause, rare Board of Directors
Dr. Greg C. Michalenko, Grand River 

Environmental Network
Dave Montgomery, Premier Environmental Services 

Inc.
Krista Long, Ontario Farmland Trust
John Prescott, Nature Guelph
Josh Shea, Waterloo Stewardship Council
Roger Suffling, Waterloo Region Nature
Tony Zammit (see previous)

EMERITUS
Paul Koch, Marketing & Management Consultant; 

Civic entrepreneur, Ottawa
Doug Larson, Professor Emeritus, College of 

Biological Sciences, University of Guelph
Colleen Mercer Clarke, Coastal Ecologist, 

Landscape Architect, University of Waterloo
Alan Morgan, Professor Emeritus, Earth & 

Environmental Sciences, University of Waterloo

STAFF

Stephanie Sobek-Swant

Executive Director

Chris Ainsworth

Sponsorship & Events Manager

Alissa Fraser

Conservation Technician

Taryn Jarvis

Property, Facility & Garden Coordinator

Laura Klein

Gosling Engagement Coordinator

Tamanna Kohi

Development & Communications Officer

Mackenzie Lespérance (Smiling Water)

Program Coordinator & Facilitator

Jenna Quinn

Program Scientist — Research Priorities, 

Partnerships & Monitoring

Kim Robichaud

Administrative Coordinator

Christine Thompson

Major Gifts Manager

Tom Woodcock

Planning Ecologist

CONTACT US
1679 Blair Road
Cambridge, ON  N3H 4R8

Phone: 519-650-9336
Toll Free: 1-866-927-3866
Fax: 519-650-5923
rare@raresites.org
raresites.org 

facebook.com/raresites

twitter.com/raresites

youtube.com/user/raresites

raresites.wordpress.com/

instagram.com/rare_sites/
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rare Osprey Trail and the Grand River. Photo by D. Crowell

The rare Charitable Research Reserve acknowledges and offers gratitude to all the original stewards of the land in which rare resides, 

within the Haldimand Tract, land granted to Indigenous Peoples in 1784 to recognise their support for the British in the American 

Revolution.  Understanding that this land has been rich in diverse Indigenous presence since time immemorial, we would like to honour 

and respect the sovereignty of both First Nations in our area: the Onkwehon:we Peoples of Six Nations of the Grand River and the 

Anishinaabe Peoples of the Mississaugas of the New Credit. Nia:weh and Miigwech to these Nations who share their lands with us. We’d 

also like to acknowledge the Neutral people, for whom we have archeological evidence dating back 10,500 years. 

Lastly, we acknowledge those Indigenous Peoples who currently live, work, play and learn in the urban landscape around us, such other 

self-identified and status First Nations, Métis and Inuit. We believe that, as a community, we need to learn about and uphold our role 

within treaties and natural law to honour our ongoing commitment to meaningful reconciliation with the Onkwehon:we Peoples of Six 

Nations of the Grand River and the Anishinaabe Peoples of the Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nation on whose treaty and ancestral 

territory we live.
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Mosses. Photo by L.J. Robson
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